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Preferential port tariffs and
criminal cases: how
businessman Dmytro
Kovalenko is capturing the
agricultural market through
Granova after earning
money on Russian coal

After building his capital through trading Russian coal, Dmytro
Kovalenko shifted his focus to the grain market, with ambitions of
dominating the sector and becoming a leading recipient of state
tenders.
The group of companies «Granova» of businessman Dmytro Kovalenko, formed in
2023, is rapidly expanding its influence on the Ukrainian agricultural market,
while receiving dubious preferences and being involved in criminal proceedings.













Preferential port tariffs and criminal cases: how businessman Dmytro Kovalenko is capturing the
agricultural market through Granova after earning money on Russian coal
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One of the most striking examples is the port of «Chornomorsk», where with the
assistance of the director of the state enterprise, former customs officer
Vyacheslav Bezruk, «Granova» received preferential grain transshipment
conditions. Under the signed memorandum, the companies plan to transship over
a million tons of agricultural products in the 2025–2026 marketing year. At the
same time, the tariff for «Granova» is only $2.5 per ton, which is four times lower
than the market rate ($10). There is also a prospect of further price reduction.
Dmytro Kovalenko, who was actively trading Russian coal as early as autumn
2022, reinvested the earned funds into the agricultural sector. His Swiss Adelon
AG alone purchased coal from the Russian company «MelTEK» for over $87
million. In total, the purchase volumes exceeded $100 million.
To operate in the port, the businessman in 2024 acquired the Kyiv company
«Overfood» (previously – «Ingreen-LTD»), re-registered it in Chornomorsk, and
renamed it to «Granova Logistic», making his son Daniil Kovalenko the
beneficiary. Valentin Lytvyn became the director. Founder - Cypriot offshore Afex
Investments Limited, registered in 2023.
Meanwhile, the Bureau of Economic Security is investigating criminal proceeding
No. 42024170000000045 on the fact of tax evasion (Part 3 of Article 212 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine) by Dmytro Kovalenko’s companies. According to the
investigation, «Granova Ukraine» and affiliated structures buy grain for cash
without recording it in the accounts, formalize it through enterprises with signs of
fictitiousness, and then export it without repatriating the foreign exchange
proceeds to Ukraine.
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The schemes involve companies with almost identical names - LLC and Private
Enterprise «Velykobagachansky Kombikormovyi Zavod», which are used to
legalize unrecorded products. Through them, from August 2023 to June 2024,
over 14 thousand tons of grain worth over 83.5 million UAH were officially sold to
«Granova» - of dubious origin. Exports are carried out through the country’s
largest seaports, including Izmail, Chornomorsk, Pivdenny, and Odesa, to over 12
countries worldwide.
In addition to the agricultural sector, Kovalenko expanded his business in salt
supply. In December 2023, he created the company LLC «Salt Industry», founded
by Afex Investments Limited as well. The director became the former director of
the state enterprise «Artemsil» Viktor Yurin. In the first year, «Salt Industry» won
68 out of 73 state tenders for the supply of technical salt to communal and road
services for a total of 90 million UAH.
Kovalenko’s business empire also includes industrial assets. With the support of
the already former head of the Mukachevo RDA Serhiy Haidai, he leased over 10
hectares of land in Svalyava for 35 years for the «Energy Group» industrial park.
There, production of glass and window structures («Energy Glass Technologies»)
is deployed, and a number of related companies are registered.
Thus, Dmytro Kovalenko, using the capital earned from trade with Russia, built a
vertically integrated business that covers the agricultural sector, logistics, state
tenders, salt imports, and industrial production — and all this, not without the
help of state structures and shadow schemes.
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Кримінал
  Online service
“BitCapital” exposed in a
scheme involving threats
against debtors totaling over
UAH 5 million

17.04.2026, 22:56 •
Новини
  Заступник мера
Тернополя Іван Хімейчук
задекларував елітне авто
Maserati свого сина

17.04.2026, 22:49 •
Авторські
  Без конкурсу для
«своїх»: ремонт
пошкоджених закладів в
Українці довірили фірмі
ексдепутата Юрія Віліщука
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Корупція
  Richter des Kiewer
Berufungsgerichts Yaroslav
Holovachov entfernt aus
dem Internet Berichte über
das Vermögensimperium
seiner Familie und die
Herkunft der Gelder
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Новини
  Сюрприз у гаманці:
українку не випустили до
Польщі через
«радіоактивні» 100 доларів
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Війна
Російські війська
атакували енергооб’єкт у
Житомирській області
рекордною кількістю БпЛА
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Новини
Україна офіційно
домовилася з
кредиторами про
відтермінування
боргових зобов’язань
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Новини
  Die Tochter der Putin-
Anhängerin Tina Kandelaki
macht Urlaub in Europa,
während ihre Familie durch
Propaganda-Einnahmen
Luxusvermögen anhäuft

17.04.2026, 22:34 •
Корупція
From guarantees to losses:
Pavlo Shcherban’s Alliance
Bank tied to scheme
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draining over 700 million
UAH from Ukraine’s energy
sector
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Війна
Загарбники взялися за
найбільше у світі
родовище марганцю у
Запорізькій області
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Новини
Міністр оборони США
процитував молитву з
фільму Тарантіно під час
виступу в Пентагоні
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Новини
Sanktionsumgehungsakteur
Alkagesta verschifft
russisches Öl mit gefälschter
kasachischer Herkunft über
libysche und mediterrane
Schmuggelnetzwerke

17.04.2026, 22:11 •
Кримінал
  Онлайн-сервіс
«BitCapital» викрили у
схемі з погрозами
боржникам на понад 5
мільйонів гривень
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Війна
США та Іран ведуть
таємні переговори про
розмороження 20
мільярдів доларів
активів в обмін на
ядерне роззброєння
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Новини
Зарплата 1,6 мільйона
гривень та авто від
сторонніх осіб: що
задекларувала суддя
Христина Гладишева
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Корупція
Хабарі за експорт меду:
посадовця Кропивницької
митниці оштрафували на
59,5 тисячі гривень

РЕДАКЦІЯ  АВТОРСЬКІ  ПОЗИЦІЯ  КОМЕНТАРІ  СПОРТ  КРИМІНАЛ  ДУМКА  КУЛЬТУРА  КОРУПЦІЯ
КОНФЛІКТИ  НОВИНИ  ВІЙНА
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