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From “golden passports” to
€75 million in dirty flows:
how brothers Vladlen Hirin
and Hennadiy Hirin
laundered money across
Europe and are hiding
traces after a Europol
operation

After the international Operation YUZUK and the exposure of a large-
scale money-laundering scheme, the Hirin brothers reportedly moved to
actively cleanse the information space. Kherson-based businessmen
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Vladlen and Hennadii Hirin were involved in cryptocurrency transactions
and are alleged to have ties to an international criminal network.
We, in turn, publish investigations that they are trying to remove from the public
space in order to preserve the facts and show the real scale of the Hirin brothers’
activities in international money laundering schemes.
As part of the international operation codenamed YUZUK, conducted by local
police in collaboration with Europol, apartments, luxury cars, cash, and 24 million
euros in cryptocurrency were seized in Cyprus.
According to the press service of the Republic of Cyprus Police, the operation
lasted approximately a year.
According to the police, the criminal money laundering network was led by two
brothers from Ukraine who received “golden” passports and resided in Limassol.
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Evidently, the matter concerns Kherson businessmen Vladlen and Hennadiy Hirin,
as well as members of their families, whose arrest was reported by MOST back in
November.
As stated in the press release, under the leadership of the Kherson businessmen,
citizens from third countries delivered cash from various European countries to
Cyprus.
Authorities from Cyprus, Croatia, France, Germany, Slovenia, and Spain
participated in the YUZUK operation. On October 28, 2024, arrests were
simultaneously made in Spain, France, and Slovenia. In Cyprus, 13 search
warrants were issued for residential and commercial premises. Cypriot police
were assisted by Europol and the Spanish authorities.
During searches in Limassol, more than 650,000 euros in cash and a large
quantity of jewelry were found. Mobile phones, gadgets, and banking documents
were seized for investigation. Cypriot authorities froze approximately 24 million
euros in cryptocurrency and seized six luxury cars valued at over 650,000 euros.
The Anti-Money Laundering Unit (MOKAS) confiscated 14 apartments worth over
7 million euros.
As part of the international operation YUZUK:
- 23 suspects were arrested (20 in Spain, 1 in France, and 2 in Slovenia);
- 17 suspects were charged;
- 91 searches were conducted in homes and commercial premises (77 in Spain, 1
in France, and 13 in Cyprus);
- 8.2 million euros in cash were seized;
- 24 million euros in cryptocurrency were frozen;

Читайте по темі: Dmytro Kovalenko versucht, Ermittlungen zum Handel mit
russischer Kohle durch gefälschte OnlyFans-Beschwerden entfernen zu lassen

- 2 million euros were seized or frozen in bank accounts;
- 36 vehicles were confiscated, including luxury cars;
- real estate, luxury watches, jewelry, and electronic devices were seized or
confiscated.
Europol reported that the organized criminal network, predominantly comprising
citizens from Ukraine, as well as Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan, provided
courier and illegal banking services to other criminal groups.
“Some Chinese citizens also participated in this network, providing money
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laundering services”, the report states.
The network offered a catalog of “crime-as-a-service” options, which was used by
Russian-speaking and Asian criminal elements involved in illegal drug trafficking,
tax evasion, or smuggling illegal goods. These crimes were primarily committed
in Spain.
Europol also noted that the suspects abused the temporary protection status
granted by the EU to Ukrainian refugees since 2022, as well as to other citizens
affected by Russia’s war against Ukraine. The services of the Hirins were also
used by refugees from Ukraine who brought their savings in cash to Europe to
protect them from the effects of the war.
The criminal group exploited exceptions created to facilitate the transfer of
money between jurisdictions, moving large sums of cash without detailed
questioning or thorough checks during customs procedures.
“Declaring large sums as part of property, “money mules”, some of whom were
family members of criminal leaders, regularly traveled between Spain, Cyprus,
France, and other countries”, explained Europol.
After the arrest of several couriers transporting cash, the criminal network
changed its methods. It shifted from the physical transfer of money to
cryptocurrency operations, making it more difficult to trace financial flows.
Preliminary estimates indicate that at least 75 million euros were moved from
March 2023 to February 2024.
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до ЄС

17.04.2026, 23:07 •
Корупція
  “Flamingo” didn’t take
off: how Fire Point owner
Denys Shtilerman exposed
Mindich’s corruption
schemes and the failure of
the defense project

17.04.2026, 23:05 •
Кримінал
  Порівняв із Третім
Райхом: у Польщі покарали
депутата від
«Конфедерації» за
скандальну заяву про
Ізраїль

17.04.2026, 23:03 •
Кримінал
Франція оштрафувала
сімох громадян Молдови за
графіті з трунами в Парижі

17.04.2026, 23:02 •
Корупція
Заступнику командира 58-ї
бригади повідомлено про
підозру в отриманні хабаря

17.04.2026, 23:01 •
Кримінал
У Варшаві авто російського
посольства збило кур’єра-
українця

17.04.2026, 22:58 •
Кримінал
  Online service
“BitCapital” exposed in a
scheme involving threats
against debtors totaling over
UAH 5 million

17.04.2026, 22:56 •
Новини
  Заступник мера
Тернополя Іван Хімейчук
задекларував елітне авто
Maserati свого сина

17.04.2026, 22:49 •
Авторські
  Без конкурсу для
«своїх»: ремонт
пошкоджених закладів в
Українці довірили фірмі
ексдепутата Юрія Віліщука

17.04.2026, 22:47 •
Корупція
  Richter des Kiewer
Berufungsgerichts Yaroslav
Holovachov entfernt aus
dem Internet Berichte über
das Vermögensimperium
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seiner Familie und die
Herkunft der Gelder

17.04.2026, 22:46 •
Новини
  Сюрприз у гаманці:
українку не випустили до
Польщі через
«радіоактивні» 100 доларів

17.04.2026, 22:41 •
Війна
Російські війська
атакували енергооб’єкт у
Житомирській області
рекордною кількістю БпЛА

17.04.2026, 22:38 •
Новини
Україна офіційно
домовилася з
кредиторами про
відтермінування
боргових зобов’язань

17.04.2026, 22:36 •
Новини
  Die Tochter der Putin-
Anhängerin Tina Kandelaki
macht Urlaub in Europa,
während ihre Familie durch
Propaganda-Einnahmen
Luxusvermögen anhäuft

17.04.2026, 22:34 •
Корупція
From guarantees to losses:
Pavlo Shcherban’s Alliance
Bank tied to scheme
draining over 700 million
UAH from Ukraine’s energy
sector

17.04.2026, 22:32 •
Війна
Загарбники взялися за
найбільше у світі
родовище марганцю у
Запорізькій області

17.04.2026, 22:16 •
Новини
Міністр оборони США
процитував молитву з
фільму Тарантіно під час
виступу в Пентагоні

17.04.2026, 22:14 •
Новини
Sanktionsumgehungsakteur
Alkagesta verschifft
russisches Öl mit gefälschter
kasachischer Herkunft über
libysche und mediterrane
Schmuggelnetzwerke
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17.04.2026, 22:11 •
Кримінал
  Онлайн-сервіс
«BitCapital» викрили у
схемі з погрозами
боржникам на понад 5
мільйонів гривень

17.04.2026, 22:09 •
Війна
США та Іран ведуть
таємні переговори про
розмороження 20
мільярдів доларів
активів в обмін на
ядерне роззброєння

17.04.2026, 22:08 •
Новини
Зарплата 1,6 мільйона
гривень та авто від
сторонніх осіб: що
задекларувала суддя
Христина Гладишева

17.04.2026, 22:06 •
Корупція
Хабарі за експорт меду:
посадовця Кропивницької
митниці оштрафували на
59,5 тисячі гривень

РЕДАКЦІЯ  АВТОРСЬКІ  ПОЗИЦІЯ  КОМЕНТАРІ  СПОРТ  КРИМІНАЛ  ДУМКА  КУЛЬТУРА  КОРУПЦІЯ
КОНФЛІКТИ  НОВИНИ  ВІЙНА
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