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“Lavrov's assistant” or a shadow casino operator?
How llyas Karimov ended up at the center of Pin-
Up's hillion-dollar schemes linked to wanted
businessman Dmitriy Punin
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“Lavrov’s assistant” or a shadow casino operator? How llyas Karimov ended up at the center of Pin-Up’s billion-dollar schemes
linked to wanted businessman Dmitriy Punin

In both Kazakhstan and Russia, the role of "assistant to the ambassador” is an official _

17 N
diplomatic position strictly managed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Such roles are j - i BN | ﬁ_ .
rarely, if ever, held by private individuals who simultaneously claim to operate as «YCIgd MaT"-"eH?'?HeP—!( fl2- PORMHESS
] ) o oo ) 3acTynHuLi rnaeu Min'iocTy Jliopmunu S
independent lawyers. Claims to this title are often used by individuals to gain undue

KpaBuyeHko npua6ana ksapTupu y Kuesi Ha
influence or to facilitate services for Russian citizens abroad. 400 TucaY gonapis 3

He claims to know Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov personally and to carry out

assignments on his behalf in Kazakhstan. However, in certain circles Karimov is known OCTAHHI HOBUHU

as one of the key intermediaries for Pin-Up (Bonami LLP / PIN UP KZ) and other W 15.06.2026,12:17 » Bifina
gambling projects, including 1win, Tenissi, Olimpbet, Nomad Casino, and Mostbet. ) % | & Yaap no ToproBenbHii

According to sources, he was involved not only in legal support but also in the full iHdppacTpykTypi Knesa: Bopor

operational management of various schemes. MOLIKOAMB pUHOK «[leTpiBka» Ta
npunerni po «Lyngascokoi»
Sources say that during meetings Karimov demonstratively places calls to the Russian

Embassy, speaking directly with the Russian ambassador in Almaty on speakerphone

in order to showcase the extent of his connections. g Bl 1°062026,12:13 « Hosukim

. ) ) ) ) . . . Tparegis Ha OpewwHi: y ceni
Karimov did maintain working contacts with the Russian Embassy in Almaty. In e R

particular, he was reportedly involved with KRT ALLIANCE, a company used for the DIYHOrO BiliCbKOBOCYB0BLS
export of scrap metal from Kazakhstan and the trade of timber in circumvention of
sanctions. Karimov has reportedly told acquaintances that he personally established ; PSSR Gl Gl

the company for Sergey Lavrov’s daughter, registering it through nominee owners. @ MaibyTHe bes koHamLioHepiB:
' LUBEMLAPCbKi BYEHI BUHAMLWIK

According to sources, Karimov brought nominee directors from Kyrgyzstan and Russia, — «PO3YMHY LEery» ans
registered shell companies, organized P2P drop networks (including networks OXOJOMKEHHS BYANHKIB
operating from Saint Petersburg, Moscow, and Orenburg), established payment
organizations, and facilitated money transfers through cryptocurrency exchanges. He
is also said to have designed and proposed a scheme involving front companies, MCC
7995 payment terminals, and the subsequent movement of funds through NPOTH BaNICTUKM Nig Yac HiYHOro
cryptocurrency. o6CTpiny
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Since 2023, Karimov has reportedly been involved in resolving issues for Pin-Up and - «PaccBeT» MOKM He CTaHOBMTL
other gambling operators. At one point, the owner of Pin-Up became concerned about PeantHoi 3arposu Ha noni Goio
losing the license of Bonami LLP. According to sources, Karimov and Rafik Dzhafarov, a
former employee of Olimpbet and Paydala LLP, received more than $2 million in
cryptocurrency for resolving the issue. The funds were transferred through Maryna _ & shadow casino operator? How
Levkovych and Dmytro Druzhynskyi, both linked to Pin-Up Global owner Dmitriy Y \lyas Karimov ended up at the
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