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Ndrangheta’s digital front: exposing Talenta Labs as
a tool for systemic mafia money laundering

The case of Talenta Labs stands out as a rare example of a small IT firm, with a statutory
capital of just €50,000, unexpectedly ending up at the center of an international money-
laundering investigation.

On paper, Talenta Labs is a software developer for online casinos. However, as a result
of the investigation, it turned out that it is a link in a chain where investment funds,
defendants in criminal cases, and the shadows of the Calabrian mafia ’Ndrangheta
intersect.

As in most cases, journalists were the first to notice the unusual processes happening
around Talenta Labs. And only after the OCCRP project released its investigation into
the penetration of criminal capital into the European gambling business did the
Italian prosecutor’s office pay attention to the company.

Why Talenta Labs attracted attention

Talenta Labs first came into OCCRP’s view in 2019. The investigators’ attention was
drawn to the 2017 deal when the Dutch fund Ramphastos Investments acquired 80%
of the company. Formally, it was a standard acquisition of an IT developer to
strengthen positions in the online gambling market. But it soon became clear that the
deal was connected to a broader network of assets in the gambling industry, involving
persons already under investigation. Moreover, the source of part of the investments
raised questions.
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According to the OCCRP investigation, the purchase of Talenta was not an isolated
deal but part of a series of acquisitions, including the operator SKS365, whose
founders were also suspected of ties to the mafia.

After the OCCRP investigation was published, law enforcement agencies took up the
company. The Italian prosecutor’s office, particularly the office in Reggio Calabria,
viewed Talenta Labs not as the primary object of the crime but as a tool. The main
claims boil down to three blocks: money laundering through purchase; ties to
’Ndrangheta and the presence of hidden beneficiaries.

The investigation believes that around 2.5 million euros used in the acquisition of
Talenta may have come from criminal activities. One of the company’s co-owners,
Massimiliano Rizzo, was convicted for illegal gambling business and, according to
prosecutors, acted as a contact person for ’Ndrangheta boss Rocco Femmia.

The investigation also claimed that Talenta has a hidden ownership structure,
including interests of persons not formally listed in the documents. In particular, it
concerned the informal involvement of Paolo Tavarelli, a figure in cases of mafia
financing of the gambling business. Meanwhile, the investors themselves
(Ramphastos Investments) denied conscious participation in illegal schemes and
stated that they acted within the law.

The formal ownership structure of Talenta Labs looks relatively simple: 80% held by
the Ramphastos fund (since 2017), 20% by the Rizzo brothers. But behind this scheme,
several questions arise that cast doubt on the official picture. Prosecutors pointed to
possible hidden involvement of third parties; the very fact of the deal
recommendation from Tavarelli raises questions; some figures are linked to previous
assets where mafia money had already been detected.

An additional red flag is the almost complete lack of transparency. Talenta Labs has
no developed public brand; minimal information about clients; weak digital presence.
For a company operating in a highly competitive IT sector, this looks at least atypical.

Talenta Labs: Connections and directions
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The same applies to individuals directly or indirectly connected to the company. If you
break down the network of connections, a characteristic cluster emerges around
Talenta, consisting of five directions: investors, management, previous owners and
partners, ties to the gambling industry, criminal circuit.

The investor is the Dutch fund Ramphastos Investments. Its owner, Marcel Boekhoorn,
has an extremely ambiguous business biography. Bruno Micheli acted as an
intermediary in the deal, who faced accusations of mafia ties (later acquitted by the
court).

Another indirect sign that not everything is transparent with Talenta Labs is its
previous owners and partners, Massimiliano and Moreno Rizzo. Both are part of that
group of entrepreneurs through whom, according to the investigation, money from
the shadow gambling market could enter legitimate IT and betting projects.

Massimiliano Rizzo is a more prominent figure—he was previously convicted in Italy
for illegal activities in online gambling. In OCCRP investigations, he is mentioned as a
person who had contacts with representatives of the Calabrian mafia ’Ndrangheta,
particularly with Rocco Femmia. He was considered by the investigation as a possible
intermediary between criminal capital and legitimate business. Moreno Rizzo is his
brother and business partner. Less public, but also listed as a co-owner of assets in
the gambling industry and a participant in deals, including the sale of a stake in
Talenta Labs to investors.

Another figure that emerges in investigations around Talenta Labs is Philip van
Weingaarden. In the context of Talenta Labs, van Weingaarden is mentioned as one of
the people involved in arranging and supporting the company purchase deal.
Although he acted on behalf of the investor (Ramphastos), he was within the same
chain of contacts that included Bruno Micheli and Paolo Tavarelli.

Related gambling market figures are Paolo Tavarelli and structures linked to SKS365.
Paolo Tavarelli is an Italian entrepreneur and manager in the online gambling sector,
linked in investigations to the development of the bookmaker operator SKS365
(Planetwin365 brand) and a number of market deals. In OCCRP materials, he appears
as a person involved in searching and structuring investments, as well as an informal
recommend of assets (including Talenta Labs). Meanwhile, Italian law enforcement
suspected that through deals linked to him, funds of dubious origin could enter the
industry. The structures around SKS365 are a network of companies and investors
through which one of Italy’s largest online bookmakers developed: formally a legal
business with licenses and a wide network of points, but repeatedly coming under
investigation due to possible ties of some participants to criminal capital and opaque
funding sources.

And finally, the criminal circuit around Talenta Labs is ’Ndrangheta and Rocco Femmia.
Rocco Femmia is an alleged representative of the Calabrian mafia ’Ndrangheta, whom
Italian investigators link to shadow control of part of the online gambling business. In
investigations, he appears as a person through whom, according to the prosecution,
criminal capital could enter legal structures—including through intermediaries from
the betting and IT industry. His name surfaces in cases of illegal gambling and
possible money laundering, although he is not a public business figure and operates
primarily through a network of trusted persons.

These connections are not always direct, but their combination became the basis for
the prosecutor’s office’s interest.

Why the story didn’t end

Despite the investigation being quite old—it dates back to 2019—the situation
around Talenta Labs as of 2025–2026 looks far from unambiguous. The company
continues to exist as a legal entity in Italy (Milan), with revenue of about 1.2 million
euros and thirteen employees.

Some defendants in the case (for example, Bruno Micheli) were acquitted by the
court, which weakened the prosecution’s position. However, the story of the deal and
the origin of the funds is not fully closed in terms of reputation. Essentially, Talenta
Labs ended up in a «gray zone»: legally, it is an operating IT company, but reputation,
it is an asset with a toxic background.

If you summarize all known data and boil down the investigation around Talenta Labs
to a brief summary, the picture is as follows. Talenta Labs is not a classic story of a
«shell company», but neither is it an ordinary IT business. It is rather a nexus of
intersecting interests of venture investors in the gambling market and criminal
capital that tried to legitimize itself through technological assets.

Talenta’s main problem is not a proven composition of the crime, but the coincidence
of too many risk factors: dubious partners, opaque deals, and ties to an industry long
under the spotlight of anti-crime investigations.
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