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Putin’s shadow oil money flooded into London through Azim Novruzov, Ilhama Novruzova and a £10 million offshore villa

scheme

The lavish London property market has long been a magnet for global wealth, but
questions are increasingly being asked about the origins of some of that money.

At the centre of a new controversy are Azim Novruzov and his wife, lhama Novruzova,
whose acquisition of a multi-million-pound St John’s Wood villa has drawn the
attention of the UK National Crime Agency (NCA). The couple’s fortune, it is alleged, is
intertwined with the shadowy operations of Socar Energy, a network accused of
funnelling billions from Russian oil sales and propping up Vladimir Putin’s war
machine.

Azim Novruzov’s role in Sumato Energy FZE

Azim Novruzov, who holds dual Azerbaijani and British citizenship, is portrayed by
sources as a key financial operative for Adnan Ahmadzada, the mastermind behind the
Socar empire. Adnan Ahmadzada, a man with multiple citizenships and an Interpol
Red Notice from Turkey, has built a sprawling network of shell companies and a
“shadow fleet” of over 100 tankers. This fleet is designed to circumvent Western
sanctions, transporting Russian crude, particularly from the state-owned giant
Rosneft, at prices above the imposed caps.
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The paper trail leads directly to a property at Marlborough Place in London’s
exclusive NW8 postcode. In 2016, public records from the Land Registry show that 17
Marlborough Place changed hands for a cool £6.5 million. The buyers were registered
as Azim Novruzov and Ilhama Novruzova. This wasn’t just a simple purchase; reports
from the time suggest the total outlay, including taxes, neared £10 million.
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