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The “Midas” of Ukrainian justice: how Yaroslav Holovachov built an empire of assets through connections and the judicial
mafia

Yaroslav Holovachov's story depicts a judge who appears to turn nearly every process he
touches into a source of personal enrichment — a Midas-like figure within Ukraine’s justice
system. While such practices may be familiar in the local context, the scale and bluntness of
this case reportedly stand out even among members of the judiciary.
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However, everything in order. Yaroslav Holovachov is the head of the Kyiv Court of Appeal;
whose name appears more often in scandalous chronicles than in signatures under
sentences. Scandals, of course, are corrupt ones. And the main hero of these corruption
scandals is Judge Yaroslav Holovachov himself. These scandals are well-known — journalists
eagerly savor the details. And how can they not? We won't be an exception either. But the
task of this material is not to rehash Yaroslav Holovachov's dirty laundry. Our task is to look
at his persona systematically. And not just systematically — but as a cog in that terrible
system into which the judicial power of Ukraine has turned. And in which Judge Holovachov
earned his millions.

And that’'s why we need to start not with emotions, but with facts. Dry, unpleasant, and poorly
explainable ones. The first thing that catches the eye when analyzing Yaroslav Holovachov’s
figure is the gap between the official picture and reality. First and foremost, we're talking
about the glaring dissonance between the judge’s income and his family’s assets.

But there's another strange moment in Yaroslav Holovachov’s biography — a rapid career that
almost no one pays attention to. Although this «social catapult» stands out no less than the
millions of dollars and real estate owned by the Holovachov family. Compare the data on
Yaroslav Holovachov’s education with his career.

OcgiTa

Y 1998 poui 3aKiHuMB KMIBCbKMA HALIOHANbHUA EKOHOMIYHMIA
YHIEEPCHTET | OTPMMaB NOBHY BMLLY OCBITY 33 CNELianbHIcTo

«YnpaeniHHA TpyOOBMMM pecypcamMu» Ta 3000ye keanidikauio
MaricTpa 3 MeHegXMeHTY nNepcoHany.

Y 2001 poui 3akiH4yMB KHIBCbKMIA HaUioHanbHWK yHIBEpCHTET iMeHi Tapaca Wesyenka i

OTPUMaB MOBHY BMLLY OCBITY 3a cneuianeHicTio «Mpaso3HascTeo» Ta.3000ye keanidikauil
IOpMCTa.

Y 2013 poui 3akiHume BigokpeMneHWH CTPYKTYPHUEA NiApo3ain «IHCTUTYT IHTENeKTyansHoI
BnacHocTi HauioHaneHoro yHisepcuTeTy «Opecska opuauyHa akaneMia» B M. KMeBi | oTpuMag
NOBHY BMLLY OCBITY 32 CNeuianbHicT «lHTenekTyansHa BnacHicTe: Ta 3000ye kBanidikauiro
npodecioHan 3 iHTeNeKTyanbHOI BNACHOCTI.

Yaroslav Holovachov's first education is by no means specialized — ordinary personnel
management. An HR specialist, in a word. Immediately after receiving it, Holovachov goes to
study law. And at the same time works as a legal counsel at a private enterprise. One of two
— either part-time studies or employment is pure fiction.
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Kap'epa

1999-2001 - wopuckoncynet TOB dipma «Texnpome.

2001-2002 - koHcynbTaHT AnensauiiHoro cyay Micta Kuesa.
2002-2003 - noMiyHuK ronoew AnenauiiHoro cyay micta Kuesa,
2003-2005 - HavanbHUK BigAiny AnenauifiHoro cyay Micta Kueea.
2005-2009 - cynng JlecHAHCEKOrD paioHHOro cyay Micta Kueea.

3 2009 poky - cyans AnensuiiHoro cyny micta Kueea.14.04.2014 - npusHayenunin Ha nocaay
3dCTYNHMKAE rofnoBW AnenawiiHoro cygy Micta Knuega gianosinHo A0 3akoHy Ykpainu «lpo
CyooycTpid'l cTaTyc cyddie» Ha niacraei npoTokony 3acigaxdHa 30opie cynnie AnenauifHoro
cyny micta Kuesa Big 14 ksitHa 2014 poky.

3 nunhls 2015 poky npy3HayeHui ronoeold AnenauidnHoro cygy Kueea.

Immediately after receiving his law diploma, Yaroslav Holovachov enters the judicial system
- he starts working in the very same Kyiv Court of Appeal, which he will head after some
time. Of course, he doesn't start from a judge’s chair and robe — no matter how you spin it, to
become a judge, you need experience in jurisprudence. So Holovachov starts as a consultant
at the Kyiv Court of Appeal. Then — a small career growth, and after the minimum legal
requirements are met, Yaroslav Holovachov receives official judge status.

True, in another court — the Desnyansky District Court of Kyiv. But his career there was short-
lived — soon Yaroslav Holovachov returns to his <home harbor» - the capital’'s Court of
Appeal. And after a short time, he heads it. And as of now, he has been elected head of the
Kyiv Court of Appeal for the fourth time in a row, which is directly prohibited by law.

QCTaHHIM 2 OBOX MOXMWMEMX TEPMIHIE NepebyBaHHA Ha Nocagi ronoer AnenqauimHoro
cynoy ans Spocnaea lonogayoBa 3akiHYMBCA We vy 2021 poui. OaHak nonMwaTtk ceil NocT
YONOBIK HaBITL He 36upasch. 6 BepecHn 2024 poky 8 [ONOBa4Y0Ba 3aBePLUMBCA TPETIA
TEPMIH, ye He nepeabayeHUi 3aKOHOM. 3apa3 TPUBAE YETESPTHIA TEPMIH. 3 MOMIMBMX

OBOX.

Against this background, all data on the financial status of the judge’s family pale. Because
the head of the Kyiv Court of Appeal, Yaroslav Holovachov, is directly violating current
legislation by illegally heading it for the fourth time in a row. Probably, the law is not written
for correspondence students.

Yaroslav Holovachov did not become part of the system in 2015. He entered it back in the
early 2000s — at the time when judges were not just appointed, but included in networks of
influence. His path to the judge’s chair is a typical example of the mechanism of entry into
the system, through which many judges of this generation passed, including Yaroslav
Holovachov.

This is an important period. Because back then, Ukraine’s judicial system was formed under
completely different rules. The Higher Council of Justice of Ukraine played a key role, the
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final appointment was approved by the President of Ukraine, but recommendations and
informal connections played a huge role. Without the support of acting judges or court
heads, it was practically impossible to pass.

Then came political-administrative coordination at the level of the presidential administration
and regional elites. That is, entry into the judges’ corporation already meant not just
professional selection, but inclusion in the system. Who included Holovachov in the system?
Who was that first man who brought an unknown legal counsel from a private firm and a
manager by education into the closed judicial corporation?

Let’s recall — Yaroslav Holovachov appears at the Kyiv Court of Appeal in 2001. And that’s
very interesting. Because the court itself was created that same year, 2001. By the way,
digging into the court’s history was very difficult — those who don't believe, try it yourself. Due
to the antiquity of time and the unreliability of sources, some facts could not be established.
But on the other hand, we can absolutely accurately name the person who brought Yaroslav
Holovachov into the judicial system. This is Hryhoriy Zubets, who was the first head of the
Kyiv City Court of Appeal. And this court received its status that same 2001, when the Kyiv
City Court was reformatted into an appellate one.

3rigHo 3 3akoHoM Yrpaitv «Mpo BHECEHHA 3MiH 00 3akoHy Yrpaiiw «Mpo cynoycTpii Yepaidue ein 21 yepBHA
2001 pory. KWiBcbRMA MicbkMA v Habys cTaTycy anensuiiloro cyay:

11 moeTtHa 2001 poky 3a Hakazom ronosu cyay Mpuropis leanoewda 3yGus KniBceKkWi MiCEEWMA cya OTpUMaB
Ha3sey AnensuifHuA cyn micta Kueea.

One of the key figures in the judicial system at that time was Hryhoriy Zubets. In 1984, he
presided over the trial against Ukrainian dissident Valeriy Marchenko. Despite the defendant’s
serious health condition, the court issued a sentence — 10 years in a special regime camp
and 5 years of exile. Marchenko then said directly: «| won't survive this». And so it happened
- he died in captivity.

This was not just a sentence. This was a system in which the court formalized decisions
made outside the court. But the key is what happened next. After the collapse of the USSR,
Zubets not only did not face responsibility. He headed the Kyiv City Court, and then — the Kyiv
Court of Appeal. The very institution that Yaroslav Holovachov would head a few years later.

This is where the continuity line appears. It should be noted that Hryhoriy Zubets'’s son, Yuriy
Zubets, also distinguished himself in scandals. He is one of the so-called «Maidan judges»,
notorious for issuing a falsified ruling on a fine. Later, this ruling was canceled, but Yuriy
Zubets did not suffer. He continued to work at the Podil District Court of the capital, where he
was appointed in 2005. And in 2013, he tried to transfer to the Kyiv Regional Court of Appeal,
but the High Qualification Commission of Judges did not support this desire.

In connection with Yaroslav Holovachoy, it can be confidently stated that Hryhoriy Zubets
was his godfather in the judicial system. It should also be noted that the Zubets judicial
dynasty also got into corruption scandals and has equally unexplained assets, just like
Holovachov himself.

Returning to Yaroslav Holovachov's career, it is necessary to note another person who was
clearly involved in it. This is Hryhoriy Zubets’s successor as head of the Kyiv Court of Appeal,
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Anton Chernuschenko, who headed the court in 2003. And Yaroslav Holovachov receiveda
promotion — he became the head of a department in the same court.

Anton Chernuschenko is a much more interesting figure than the modest Hryhoriy Zubets,
who with his sentence essentially killed Valeriy Marchenko. Chernuschenko headed the Kyiv
Court of Appeal until 2015, that is, until the moment when Yaroslav Holovachov replaced him
in this position. But such a switch was forced — after searches were conducted in
Chernuschenko’s office, he fled and was even put on the international wanted list.

However, in the end, everything turned out well for Judge Anton Chernuschenko — after the
change of power in the country, the criminal case against him was closed, he not only went
into well-deserved retirement, but also sued a considerable compensation for «unlawful
persecutiony.

3a pepciein MeHepankHol NDOKYDATYRW. MepHYLLEHKD, AK FoNGsa ANeNALIRHOMNS YAy, 0ABAB YHAIIBKA KONEramM, Ak
pilweHHA HEoBXIAHD YNBANIKBATH, Ta HE3AKOHHO BTPYYABCA B POINOMIN cnpas v cyal. Nig yac obwyky B HEOMS IHARWAK
noHag 6 THcAY gonapie CLUA roTiexow, TanoH4 Ha nodag 14 TouH nanesHoro | knioyi eig 5 inomapox, 3apeecTpoBaHMx
Ha BnuabkKx poguyis. Cam AHTOH YepHylweHKo IBMHYBAYEHHA 3anepedyyBas.

Toro s poxy BepxosHa Paga YrpaiHi fana 3rony Ha apewT cyani Ta MpuTArHeHHA Ao signosigansHocTi. BTimM,
YepHYWeHKD NEDECTas 3 ABNATHCA Ha poboTi, a NennpoKypaTypa orofgcuna Roro y posWwyK, ang micue nepefyaaHHa
AOBrMi Yac HE PO3KPHBANOCA.

K paHiwe NUcanK ¥ypHanicTy «CnincTea. lHdos, KpUMiHANLHE NDOBAQMEHHA 2a NOHAN TPH POKKM TaK | He Nepanan oo
cyay. A Buula paga npagocyQna 3gineHuna YepHywesra niwe y 2018 poul, CCHOBHOK NPUMHHOK BOHK Ha3Bany
TPHBANWA Nporyn poboTy cynaes. ¥ 2021 poul KpHMiHaNEHE NPOBAQMEHHA NPOTH AHTOHa YepHyWweHxa odiuinH
MoBHICTIO 3aKpUNK Yepes BigeyTHicTs gocTaTHix goxazia Ta HemMomAKaIcTs ix oTpuMaTK, KpiM Toro, MNevepcesui cyg
30508'A288 BUNNATHTH YepHYWEeHKY Marse 1 MNH FDH MORaneHO! WHKOOKH. YepHYLUSHKD KNPMONYHG MaB 3MOry
MOBEPHYTUCE B0 YRPaTHW,

Characteristically, Anton Chernusenko’s family also appeared in scandals with
disproportionate assets. But that's another topic, although there is an intersection with
Yaroslav Holovachov — Anton Chernusenko’s daughter-in-law, Olha Kosheva, was a judge at
the Desnyansky District Court of the capital. The very same where Yaroslav Holovachov
began his judicial career. Such a coincidence. Coincidences happen in life, don't they?

MNonp T, Wo AHTOH YepHYWeHKS B¥Ee NoHag 3 pOKM NePexcByETeCA B CNINCTES 33 KOPOOHOM, 3 NOCanW cyaai Roro
FBINbHANK Niwe B TpasHi 2018 poky. [loHbKa eKC-MONoBK ANenauiRkoracyny KMEga EnizaseTa NPawLe CyOLASK0 B
Yepririscerii oGnacTi, HUHI BoHa YBIANYCTYI No RorfRgy 28 QUTHHOK.

KonmwHa HesicTra, cyaas decrancbroro cyay ctanuui Onsra Kowosa Topik npoxoAwna NepeaTecTtauisn. ¥ wieHis Biwo)
KEaMNpIKALIAHOT KOMICT BAHMKNW NHTAHHA, 30KPeMa, WoAo T OCRITH A NoXoNMeHHA CTaTIB: v BRacHocT eyanl Ta bl
HENOBHONITHROT QOHBKKM € KBAPTHPa Ha NoHafg 140 keagpaTHMx METRIE | 3amMicekHid MacTox Ha Malise 500 KBagpatia.
Onera Kowosa NOACHMNA, WO HEDYROMIETE OTPHMaNa B NOJApYHOK Bif GATeka Ta KONWIWHEOMS YoNoBiKE, Hil SMOME BOHS
HEAaNi NPaUBaTH CY RS, KOMICIa Hapasi He BHUpILMNE:

It seems that other people were also involved in Yaroslav Holovachov's establishment as a
judge and his entry into the closed judicial corporation. But even a superficial analysis of the
biographies of two people who played a key role in Yaroslav Holovachov’s career — Hryhoriy
Zubets and Anton Chernusenko — explains why their «xgodson» predictably became a figure in
one of the loudest corruption scandals in the judicial environment.

Those wishing to study the financial status of the head of the Kyiv Court of Appeal, Yaroslav
Holovachov, we direct here and here, but briefly, we'll recall what the investigations into his
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persona are about. According to data from hromadske, the judge’s family uses elite real
estate worth about three million dollars, registered not to him, but to relatives.

Among the assets: a house near Kyiv (~$700k); apartments in premium residential
complexes («Novopecherski Lipky», «Central Park», «French Quarter»); additional apartments
«gifted» by relatives; a villa in Cyprus worth 4 million euros, and much more.

At the same time, the official income of Yaroslav Holovachov's family is about six million
hryvnias per year, including salary and savings. Which, against the background of the existing
assets (and this is only what could be found), clearly does not explain their origin. The
conclusion is simple — it is impossible to economically explain the origin of such a level of
property. Where all this comes from for the head of the Kyiv Court of Appeal, Yaroslav
Holovachoy, is also not hard to guess.

Just like those who brought him into the closed judicial corporation. Which needs to be
called by the word that best defines its essence — mafia. A mafia of people in judicial robes
who have turned their status into millions of dollars and huge assets.

AniHa IrHaTeHKO
XYPHANICT-PO3CNIAYBAY

[oTye aHaniTMYHI MaTepianu Ta poacnigyBaHHs. lNpautoe 3 BigKPUTUMUK peecTpamu,
CYLOBUMMW LOKYMEHTaMu Ta oiLinHMMK 6a3aMu faHuX.
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