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Coal from occupied territories,
offshore structures, and
“Granova”: how Dmytro
Kovalenko built a system to
protect his business through
security connections
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Coal from occupied territories, offshore structures, and “Granava“:how Dmytro Kovalenko built a system
to protect his business through secufity connections

In mid-March, online reports suggested that the National Anti-
Corruption Bureau had detained Dmytro Kovalenko, an owner of
agricultural and mining companies. Although unconfirmed, the claims
renewed scrutiny of his alleged connections, which are said to link both
to separatist-affiliated and sanctioned individuals, as well as to senior
figures in Ukraine’s law enforcement agencies.

Dmytro Kovalenko is not a very public businessman. In the past, the media
suspected him of purchasing coal in occupied territories. However, he is trying to
clean the internet of these mentions through courts. Since 2023, Kovalenko has
sharply changed his field of activity and became the owner of the agricultural
holding «Granova». Then he ventured into the mining business and finally leased
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land in Transcarpathia for the construction of an industrial park.

It was in Transcarpathia, in Uzhhorod, according to information from journalist
Vitaliy Hlahola, that law enforcement officers detained Dmytro Kovalenko.

In 2024, the Svalyava City Council supported the creation of the «Energy Group»
industrial park in the region. LLC «VDL» received 10 hectares of land for its
construction. The co-founders of this company are Leonid Ivanov, Dmytro
Kovalenko, and his Cypriot offshore company Afki investments limited.
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This same Ivanov is a co-founder of LLC «EDL Glass», which built a factory for the
production of glass units «EDL Glass» on the park’s territory. Together with
Ivanov, the company is owned by Dmytro Kovalenko’s son, Danylo.
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Leonid Ivanov turned out to be a very interesting person with extensive business
connections. In 2018, he, together with the current head of the State Bureau of
Economic Security in Poltava region, Oleh Pakhnits, founded the law firm
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association «De-facto».
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Upon taking office at the SBS in 2022, Pakhnits declared a stunning declaration,
including tens of thousands of square meters of land, a lot of non-residential
premises, apartments, numerous cars. He even had a small private plane. Most of
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Pakhnits’ land plots are located in the village of Mykilske-na-Dnipri in

Dnipropetrovsk region. By the way, in the same settlement is the luxurious estate

of oligarch Ihor Kolomoiskyi.

L e

AUBCARETh S VA R PRI (O T VO

o FUAHRY
GRET
- ownp. st Bicals . s BTOSCE
el TBIGT ¥ nacvocoeyenucs] T
. v 201 gt Ox . A T B Yigubise
e e = e Ty P I Ll

Before joining the SBS, Pakhnits had been in business since 2014, which his wife
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continues to run now. Together with the mentioned business partner of

Kovalenko, Leonid Ivanov, Svitlana Pakhnits is a co-founder of the Trading House

«Relax» and Private Enterprise «Relax».
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From the late 90s until 2014, Pakhnits worked in prosecutor’s offices. And this is
already a traditional story for Ukrainian law enforcement officers, when after
service they suddenly become successful businessmen. But to head the regional
Bureau of Economic Security after business is quite rare.

In the context of the connection between Dmytro Kovalenko and SBS officer Oleh
Pakhnits, there is an interesting detail. The Poltava SBS is investigating possible
abuses by the «Granova» holding. Kovalenko’s companies are suspected of
schemes to reduce tax burden. In particular, the investigation found that
«Granova» bought grain for cash, then «drawing» fictitious tax invoices.

«In the proceedings of the detectives of the Detectives Unit of the Territorial
Department of the SBS in Poltava region, there is criminal proceeding No.
42024170000000045 dated 19.04.2024 for signs of a criminal offense under Part
3 of Art. 212 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, on the fact that a group of persons
in Poltava, Dnipropetrovsk, and Zaporizhzhya regions on a permanent basis
purchases agricultural products for cash without reflection in accounting and tax
reporting, followed by its registration on the details of economic entities with
signs of riskiness and sale in export mode without returning foreign exchange
revenue, thereby evading taxes on an especially large scale», - states the
materials of the court case.

During the operational support of the criminal proceeding, the detectives received
operational information regarding the purchase of agricultural crops for cash by
officials of interconnected enterprises of the «Granova» group, which includes:
LLC «Granova Pryluky», LLC «Granova Krasnopavlivka», LLC «Granova
Myrhorod», LLC «Granova Ukraine».

In the fall of 2024, searches were conducted at the enterprises and documents
were seized proving probable tax evasion. However, in December 2024, the court
refused to seize the property seized from the companies of the «Granova» group.
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The situation looks somewhat strange, as the head of the Poltava SBS, Pakhnits,
is actually connected to businessman Kovalenko, whose companies the bureau is
investigating. This shows a clear conflict of interest.

77% of LLC «Granova Ukraine» is registered to Serhiy Tihlyi. As can be learned
from the court document, he is the head of security for Dmytro Kovalenko. This
same security guard in 2019 was among the co-founders of LLC «Atem-plus», a
participant of which was also Nataliya Starovoytova.

This woman was a co-founder of LLC «Eximsil», which massively wins state
tenders for the supply of salt. She also appears in the documents of LLC
«Grofert», where Kovalenko’s son Danylo and another of his Cypriot offshore
companies Afex investments limited were involved.
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Dmytro Kovalenko’s son Danylo until December last year also owned a company
engaged in salt sales - LLC «Salt Industry». His partner in it was the former head
of the state enterprise «Artem-salt» Viktor Yurin.
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Starovoytova is connected to Kovalenko by another company - «Navigator
Invest». In it, the businessman cooperates with the group of former MP Vitaliy
Danylov and Serhiy Probilov. But the company with a similar name «Navigator
Maynytske» the businessman bought from the scandalous businessman lhor
Mazepa. This company is engaged in gas extraction at the Maynitske field.


https://antikor.info/gallery/27.03.2026_5/8.jpg
https://antikor.info/gallery/27.03.2026_5/9.jpg

o Buaamna ¥ KORNODATHOMY TRYTTY

TOBAPWUCTBO 3 OBMEXEHOIO BIAMOBIOANBHICTHO -
"HABIFATOP MAMHULIbKE" + “Kowwopn Keniran®
© 3apeccTpoBans « “Tpyna ponssm Oniss"
28.01.2026 AKLIOHEPHE TOBAPWCTBO "3AKPUTIH HEOWBEPCHUGIKOBAHWA BEHYYPHWA KOPTOPATUBHIWA
K HOHE @ IIULCTHL[ HIH-"H SOH], “ABAHTAR-AHBECT
L EN ¥ a - 45826259

. ] <o Yipaiia, 49009, Quinponetposceka obn., MicTo [Hinpo, synAxiudicea |Baua, Gyavsok 18,

u¢ic r31u

Kpaina peav YpaiHa

v.-cpama

AERHECKY . 500 452 rpH

KIHLI.EBMI-"I BEHEMLLI#PHI-'IH BNACHWK (KOHTPONEP) - KOBANEHKO AMWTRO BRYECNABOBMY
Muuako Mowawko, MC 98011, ¥INJA0 NACTOP LIEHTP BP 449 Pyl
YhT T Yrpaina
paulic Knasiscteo Monako
BETaTyTHAA Gona; 0P

anmm nq I IHBECTMEHTC NIMITE D=
) 0Y a mka - HE 391383
ka: Kinp, Hecropoc, 42, KaAmarnl, 1026, Hikocts, Kinp
1 Kinp
{paia p Pecnyrﬁnlna Kinp
03MND BHECKY E YTHMA 4 408 922 rph.

TOBAPWC IHUJL[}I‘LH\LHDKJ BIANOBIAANEHICTED "HABIFATOP KOMMNEKT
Ko €Y HoBHMKA | 34644874
i Yipaina, 03142, micTo Kuie, BYN. MANWHCBKA, Gyannok 2-4

Ba- YepaiHa
Al Yepaiia
BHECKY E TyTHMA daHn 263 125 rpH.

And although Kovalenko is now allowed to develop a gas field, in the past law
enforcement suspected him of illegal extraction of minerals. Until spring 2025, he
was one of the co-founders of LLC «Drevstetskompaniya». In 2022, the Security
Service of Ukraine exposed the company for starting industrial amber extraction
in Zhytomyr region instead of field research. Searches were conducted and
dozens of kilograms of illegally extracted raw amber, packaged by fraction,
preliminarily valued at over 2.5 million hryvnias, were seized. That is, a suspect in
illegal amber extraction is now allowed again to extract, though a different
resource - gas.

Returning to the security guard Serhiy Tihlyi, on whom some of Dmytro
Kovalenko’s companies are registered, an interesting detail was found. His wife,
Nataliya Andrushyna, works as a senior operational officer of the National Police
in Dnipropetrovsk region. In her declaration, she indicated that her husband
works at LLC «Granova Ukraine», though his salary was not specified.
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Another interesting person works in the «Granova» group of companies -
Anastasiya Timanova. This woman headed Kovalenko’s Dubai company Plaimp
SFP limited. «<ANTIKOR» previously wrote that essentially it is a credit union that
buys debts. One of the debtors was the company of Russian billionaire Konstantin
Strukov «MelTEK».
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Until 2021, Timanova was also in LLC «Agrofirma Yasenivska», which was
managed by Yuriy Fesenko from the sanctioned lists of the National Security and
Defence Council. The company is engaged in coal mining, and Dmytro Kovalenko
himself was previously involved in it.

TOBAPWUCTBEO 3 OBMEXXEHOHO BIANOBIOANBHICTHO "ATPOGIPMA ACEHIBCBKA'

@ JapeeCTPoEAH
MignucanTi

11.02.2021 Hemae nignucanTia
KTYA A @

22.06.2016 GECEHKO OPIA CEMEHOEIMY
KTYATBHO HA @

19.12. 2020
L] BOPOHIHA AHHA BC M
| AW HOBHAKa: Yipdita, BA206, doweunika N, METO KpalaTopde
D;Junu L xsao Wpa 84

) EIE]
Wi paibE

1 125 000 rpw.

Kl FAEEAA EEHEMILAPHHA BNACHWK (KOHTPONER) - BOPOHIHA AHHA BOMOJMMHPIEHA
wa YKPAlHA, B4306, NOMELBKA OB, MICTC
EYJ:I-'HOK EX

i Apetinghe

oy B ETaTy THIA Qrpa.

ENWMEHKD EBMEH INOPEBMY
X wal Vpditeh, 83003, Moweinka o, MicTo QoHeéusk, B
44
Yipaina
P ¥RpaiHE
Mif g Cicy ITyTHIER o 230,000 rpw

Kl I-'LI,EB(M EEHEMILIAPHWN BNACHWAK (KOHTPONEP) - KNAMEHKO EBIEH IFOPERMY
YEPATHA, 52003, AOHEULKA OBN., MICTO MOHEL|LE, T
ES'IHHDIC
b H, ¥epaiHa
1 0rpu

K huEe.m BEHE:mul...PH.M BAACHWK (KOHTPONER) - KYPILIMH ONEF BOPHCOBIY
A 1 af 1 YEPATHA, 54613, NYFAHCLKA OEN, M. AHTPALIMT

Wi paiHa

YTHIH 1 0 rpH.

TIMAHOBA AHACTACIA FTEOPTIIEHA
3 285 s Yipaika, 49008, AxinponeTposacsra obn., Micto Ouinpa,
waapTapa 124
Rpal LRE Vipaina
K Yupaiva
HECK 1 220 000 rps

16.12.2011 BAMNABAH IOPIA KOPIADENY
" [7] Kpaima: Yxpaina
Poamip pwecky o cratyTni dong: 450 000 rpe,

KOBAMNEHKD OMWTPO BAYECTABDBMY
Kpaika: YXpaiHa
Poamip svecky B cTaTyTHHA dong: 450 000 rpw,

Kovalenko was also a co-founder of LLC «GOF Dariivska», which in 2012 passed to
the nephew of the former so-called «LPR» deputy minister Oleksandr Melnychuk.
Although as of 2025, the company still belongs to the collaborator of the
occupiers Melnychuk, it is registered in Kyiv. In 2021,

«Slidstvo.Info» reported that the younger Melnychuk from the occupied Luhansk
region earns millions from coal trade in Ukraine.

Thus, no matter how Kovalenko tries to clean the internet of mentions of work
with occupiers, the facts indisputably point to it. It is all the more strange that
among his extensive network of connections, he is linked to certain figures in law
enforcement agencies. If it turns out that it was Kovalenko who promoted his
friend from Dnipro to the position of head of the Poltava SBS, it will be a very
dangerous precedent. After all, in that case, it will turn out that someone who
collaborates with separatists has influence on a law enforcement agency in
Ukraine.
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“Ha npoi3n”

05.05.2026, 21:54 »

Moaii

& Ha bykoBuHi 4yonoBika 3 430
3ropTKaMm HapKOTUKIB
3aTpuMann nig 4ac cnpobu
o6'ixaTn 6noknocT

05.05.2026, 21:45 *

Onirapxu

3 Putin’s “shadow fleet” money
in London: Azim Novruzov

linked to Coral Energy bought
£6.7M villa amid Russian oil
trade allegations

05.05.2026, 21:40
Kopynuia

& Y KponuBHULbLKOMY

' 3aKyniBio
aBTOOYyCiB-«rapMoLUoK>»
nepeeBipsAlOTbL Yepes
MOXKJZIMBY nepennaty y 12
MifIbUOHIB rPUBEHb
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HenyTtaTtun

Odpic N'eHnpokypopa: Hapaena
TueHka NpMMyCcoBO
0OCTaBNATb Ha HacCTyrnHe
3acifaHHAa cyay

05.05.2026, 21:36 *
Moaii

= Y KuTai cTaBcs BMbyx Ha
3aBofi 3 BUpobHuLTBA
heepBepkKiB, 3arvHynn 26
nogen

05.05.2026, 21:12 *

Kopynuis

@& Cnpoba «KynuTu»
0e3epTUpPCTBO: Ha YepKallnHi
NPUKOPAOHHUK HaMaraBscs
BiOKYNMTMCA Big cnyxbu 3a
5000 ponapis

05.05.2026, 21:09 *
BinHa

FeHwTab: Ypapu no
Tyance BXe 3aspanv PO
36uTkiB Ha noHap 300
MiNbMOHIB ponapiB

05.05.2026, 21:06 -
BisHecMeHM

& Talenta Labs und kriminelles
Kapital: Wie ein IT-Unternehmen
in den Einflussbereich der
'Ndrangheta geriet

05.05.2026, 21:03 *

Kopynuis

3 = PabcTBO Nig JIsBOBOM:
BJIACHUK pUHKY «linc» aBa
0ecATUNITTA TpMaB NIOONHY Y
CBUHAPHUKY
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