
Russian coal disguised as transit:
how Dmytro Kovalenko used
Sibcoal, Adelon AG, and Azurit to
circumvent EU sanctions

After 2014, it was no secret that Ukraine kept purchasing coal from
Russia in spite of restrictions. While the topic did not receive strong
public attention, media outlets still wrote about the main actors who
earned money from this controversial trade.
Among those who developed schemes allowing the purchase and, most
importantly, the import of Russian coal into Ukraine, they named a certain
Dmytro Kovalenko – he invented new and new ways to bypass the bans and
implemented a mechanism for supplying coal from Russia and the so-called
«L/DPR».
It worked roughly like this. Under the «interrupted transit» scheme, for example,
Russian coal was heading to Estonia, Belarus, or Poland, but something
«happened» en route, and the carrier «had to» leave the cargo on Ukrainian
territory. Or the coal was delivered to conditional Poland, where it was turned
back for some reason (poor quality, wrong grade, etc.), documented as a return
on behalf of the «Polish» buyer, and something «happened» on the way back.
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There were other schemes, but their essence boiled down to one thing – how to
bypass the ban and import illegal coal into Ukraine.
In the first years of the war, this caused outrage and periodic attempts to combat
it, but in the last two or three years, they essentially waved it off – not just
Dmytro Kovalenko was making money this way; after all, many very well-known
people were involved in similar schemes. Therefore, the state sluggishly
pretended to fight blood trade, and society, except for a handful of «nationalists»,
didn’t react to it at all.
But February 24 became a watershed when many things that eyes were turned a
blind eye to on the 23rd became unacceptable. Including the long-known phrase
«trade on blood», which turned from figurative to literal. However, this in no way
stopped Dmytro Kovalenko; his companies continued to supply Russian coal to
Ukraine using the same time-tested schemes. Good thing law enforcement didn’t
react to it at all.

Читайте по темі: Vorzugszölle in Häfen und Strafverfahren: Wie der
Unternehmer Dmytro Kovalenko nach Gewinnen aus russischer Kohle über
„Granova“ den Agrarmarkt erobert

The new sanctions and bans introduced against Russia and trade with it, both at
the Ukrainian level and by the international community, did not hinder him either.
Of course, this barrage of sanctions created some inconveniences for Kovalenko,
but the schemes established back in 2014 continued to work.
Moreover – Kovalenko even increased the volumes, as most competitors either
voluntarily or forcibly stopped buying Russian coal. Kovalenko operates through
foreign companies that he uses to avoid taxes and bypass bans. Thanks to
operating this way since 2014, he has accumulated enough of these companies,
which helped after February 24 to increase the volumes of purchasing Russian
coal and selling it around the world. As the proverb goes, «war for some, mother
dear for others».
That was the theoretical part. Now let’s move to the practical. The editorial office
has obtained documents that explain how Dmytro Kovalenko’s schemes work.
Studying them makes it possible to understand which specific companies and in
which countries are involved in purchasing Russian coal, and some names of
people involved in these processes also become known.
Companies Sibcoal and ANTEX INTERTRADE LTD

They have written before about the companies Sibcoal and ANTEX INTERTRADE
LTD, which are used to supply coal to Poland. But there is new information. This is
an invoice dated July 16, 2022, between Polish Sibcoal and Belarusian «Ecoil
Chemical» for the supply of Russian coal from the «Bylowska» mine.
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This is not the only purchase. Below is an excerpt from the contract between
Sibcoal and ANTEX INTERTRADE LTD (which is also Kovalenko’s structure). These
are so-called internal runs, but the question remains open: where did this coal
come from and where did it go next.

Note the amounts – we’re talking about millions of dollars.
Dmytro Kovalenko supplies Russian coal not only to Poland. Among the recipients
is the Czech Republic:

Читайте по темі: Preferential port tariffs and criminal cases: how
businessman Dmytro Kovalenko is capturing the agricultural market through
Granova after earning money on Russian coal

https://antikor.info/gallery/27.09.2022/1.jpg
https://antikor.info/gallery/27.09.2022/2.jpg
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249718-preferential_port_tariffs_and_criminal_cases_how_businejaman_dmytro_kovalenko_is_capturing_the_agricultural_market_through_granova_after_earning_money_on_rujaian_coal


Note the date – February 27. On the fourth day of the war, Dmytro Kovalenko’s
company ANTEX INTERTRADE LTD is shipping Russian coal to the Czech Republic.
However, it’s probably unfair to accuse the Poles of inaction – apparently, they
started an investigation, because, according to the registry extract, Kovalenko
changed the name of the Sibcoal structure – as of 18.08.2022, it is called Polska
Grupa Importowa Premium.
Company Adelon AG  
This company also continued to cooperate with Russian and Belarusian
companies after February 24. It is registered in Switzerland, but belongs to
Dmytro Kovalenko.
These are two invoices dated July 28, 2022.
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The amounts are small, but that’s not the main point. The main thing is that
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these documents confirm the Swiss company of Dmytro Kovalenko working with
Russian coal.
And this is an extract from the contract with the company «MelTEK», from which
it is clearly visible that during the war, Adelon AG, just like Azurit (more on it
below), directly purchases coal from a Russian company.

Dmytro Kovalenko does not disdain and continues to work and earn together with
the Russians.
Company Plaimp SFP Limited

We did not find evidence of this company’s trade with Russian coal producers,
but Kovalenko uses this structure for debt assignment.

The invoice from Plaimp SFP Limited to HAMPTON RESOURCES LIMITED – a
company in the orbit of the Kazakh company LLC EximArtis – also draws
attention.
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This information is currently being verified, but apparently, it can be confidently
stated that Kovalenko will build new schemes through Kazakhstan.  
Joint project of Dmytro Kovalenko and Oleksandr Kurpetko – company
Azurit DWC-LLC  
Dmytro Kovalenko is not the only player in the shadow market of Russian coal
trade. Oleksandr Kurpetko, who previously worked at Akhmetov’s «Metinvest
Holding», where he was responsible for coal procurement, takes an active part in
this process. Before joining «Metinvest», Oleksandr Serhiyovych was responsible
for coal procurement at «Donetskstal» company, and now works in the Ukrainian
office of Trafigura company, where he does the same – coal procurement, but
now for Rinat Akhmetov’s DTEK and the state-owned «Centerenergo».
Kurpetko and Kovalenko registered the Azurit DWC-LLC company through a
nominal Romanian. In fact, they manage this structure. By the way, coal market
participants know very well who actually owns all the nominal companies, and it’s
a «secret» only for law enforcement.
Here is the company’s license, which states that Romanian Chemal Giumali is the
owner and director of the company:
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Notably, all founding documents were notarized in Moscow and at the Russian
consulate in Dubai.
And here is an appendix to the contract:

And – an invoice:
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These documents (not the only ones) clearly confirm: Azurit DWC-LLC company
throughout 2022 actively cooperates with «MelTEK» company and buys coal from
it. Although the destination country is South Korea, there is a big question –
where it went next.
Knowing that Oleksandr Kurpetko has the opportunity to sell this coal to Trafigura
company, it is not excluded that Azurit DWC-LLC will further sell this coal to
Trafigura. If this is confirmed, one of the world’s largest traders will have big
problems.
The fact why specifically «MelTEK» company sells coal to Dmytro Kovalenko is
explained by the fact that all sales at «MelTEK» are currently managed by
Kovalenko’s longtime friend – Yevhen Potapov, who for a long time worked as the
financial director of «Industrial Union of Donbas» in Ukraine, and now actively
helps manage the seized enterprises in the uncontrolled territories of «DPR» and
«LPR», such as Alchevsk MK, Yenakiyevo MK. By the way, the contract between
«MelTEK» and Azurit was signed in May, when active combat operations were in
full swing.
List of counterparties to which Kovalenko’s structures supply their
products:

- Terracone, TUZ, CTL Logistics, POLCARGO-MEDYKA Sp. z oo, Trade Trans Combi,
ELEKTO-STAL, Sped Trans Polska Sp. z oo, ADS SYSTEM.
Kovalenko’s employees who directly oversee the above agreements:

- Oleksandr Shepel,
- Yuriy Feofanov (+38(096) 105-86-85),
- Dmytro Feofanov (+38(099) 778-37-26),
– Kyrylo Kheyko.
In addition to the documents cited in the text of this short investigation, the
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editorial office has others that confirm everything written above about Dmytro
Kovalenko’s cooperation with Russia. We are ready to provide them to any law
enforcement agency that finally becomes interested in what is happening in the
coal market of Europe and Ukraine, where Dmytro Kovalenko’s structures supply
Russian coal. At least we comfort ourselves with such hope. Because the war has
been going on for eight years. And its active phase – over seven months. But
trade in Russian coal is only gaining momentum. Isn’t it time to put an end to this
activity?
P.S. Upon request from law enforcement agencies, we will provide all documents
that can assist the investigation.
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https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249759-from_golden_pajaportc_to_75_million_in_dirty_flows_how_brothers_vladlen_hirin_and_hennadiy_hirin_laundered_money_acroja_europe_and_are_hiding_traces_after_a_europol_operation
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249758-prokuratura_vikrila_chemu_roztrati_28_miljjona_na_budivnitstvi_aleji_pamjati_v_irpeni


Ірпені

17.04.2026, 20:18 •
Події
  Харківський КЕВ замовив
капітальний ремонт їдальні за
14,75 мільйона гривень з
можливою переплатою

17.04.2026, 20:12 •
Корупція
У Сумах судитимуть трьох
викладачів ВНЗ за хабар у 4,5
тисячі доларів за захист
дисертації

17.04.2026, 20:09 •
Події
Справа Фаріон: підсудний
В’ячеслав Зінченко оголосив
голодування в залі суду

17.04.2026, 20:06 •
Війна
РФ вербує українських дітей
через онлайн-ігри, — поліція

17.04.2026, 20:06 •
Події
Словаччина оскаржить у суді
заборону ЄС на імпорт
російського газу

17.04.2026, 20:03 •
Бізнесмени
  Volodymyr Filippov and Iron
Motors: how an Odesa “car
dealer” built a scheme of
missing cars from the U.S.,
debts, and dozens of defrauded
clients

17.04.2026, 20:00 •
Корупція
  «Фламінго» не злетів: як
власник Fire Point Денис
Штілерман сам "спалив"
корупційні схеми Міндіча і
провал оборонного проєкту

17.04.2026, 20:00 •
Силовики
  Поліція “на абонементі”: як
Руслан Герасимчук і Андрій
Чайковський закривають очі
на шахрайські кол-центри
Миколайчика

17.04.2026, 19:54 •
Бізнесмени
Sanctions evasion operator
Alkagesta ships Russian oil
under fake Kazakh origin via
Libya and Mediterranean
smuggling networks

https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249757-harkivcjkij_kev_zamoviv_kapitaljnij_remont_jidaljni_za_1475_miljjona_grivenj_z_mozhlivoju_pereplatoju
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https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249753-clovachchina_oskarzhitj_u_sudi_zaboronu_jes_na_import_rosijsjkogo_gazu
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https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249752-volodymyr_filippov_and_iron_motorc_how_an_odesa_car_dealer_built_a_scheme_of_mijaing_cars_from_the_u.s._debts_and_dozens_of_defrauded_clients
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249751-flamingo_ne_zletiv_jak_vlacnik_fire_point_denis_shtilerman_sam_spaliv_koruptsijni_shemi_mindicha_i_proval_oboronnogo_projektu
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/forces
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249750-politcija_na_abonementi_jak_ruslan_gerasimchuk_i_andrij_chajkovsjkij_zakrivajutj_ochi_na_shahrajsjki_kol-tsentri_mikolajchika
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
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17.04.2026, 19:51 •
Події
Копали тунелі в піску: у
Бородянці через обвал насипу
загинув 11-річний школяр

17.04.2026, 19:45 •
Силовики
  На кордоні зі Словаччиною
затримали іноземку за
організацію каналу секс-
торгівлі українками

17.04.2026, 19:42 •
Події
Андрюс Кубілюс закликав
створити «Оборонний
Шенген» за участю України та
Британії

17.04.2026, 19:39 •
Події
  На американських
авіаносцях виникли проблеми
з харчуванням через тривалу
місію

17.04.2026, 19:39 •
Події
Pavlo Schtscherban und die
Bank „Allianz“: Wie eine
Struktur mit Verbindungen zur
Janukowytsch-Ära ins Zentrum
eines Skandals um
milliardenschwere Verluste bei
„Ukrenergo“ geriet

17.04.2026, 18:21 •
Війна
Україна запровадила
санкції проти понад 120
командирів РФ та
російських релігійних
пропагандистів

17.04.2026, 18:18 •
Події
Зеленський: Розблокування
кредиту ЄС дасть змогу
Україні розширити бойову
авіацію

17.04.2026, 18:18 •
Війна
Росія намагається посилити
свій контингент у
Придністров’ї через страх за
його долю, — Буданов

17.04.2026, 18:00 •
Бізнесмени
Vorzugszölle in Häfen und
Strafverfahren: Wie der
Unternehmer Dmytro Kovalenko
nach Gewinnen aus russischer
Kohle über „Granova“ den

https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249748-kopali_tuneli_v_picku_u_borodjantsi_cherez_obval_nasipu_zaginuv_11-richnij_shkoljar
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/forces
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249747-na_kordoni_zi_clovachchinoju_zatrimali_inozemku_za_organizatsiju_kanalu_seks-torgivli_ukrajinkami
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249746-andrjuc_kubiljus_zaklikav_stvoriti_oboronnij_shengen_za_uchastju_ukrajini_ta_britaniji
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249745-na_amerikancjkih_avianostsjah_vinikli_problemi_z_harchuvannjam_cherez_trivalu_misiju
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249744-pavlo_cchtscherban_und_die_bank_allianz_wie_eine_struktur_mit_verbindungen_zur_janukowytsch-196ra_ins_zentrum_eines_skandals_um_milliardenschwere_verluste_bei_ukrenergo_geriet
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249743-ukrajina_zaprovadila_canktsiji_proti_ponad_120_komandiriv_rf_ta_rosijsjkih_religijnih_propagandistiv
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249742-zelencjkij_rozblokuvannja_kreditu_jes_dastj_zmogu_ukrajini_rozshiriti_bojovu_aviatsiju
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249741-rocija_namagajetjsja_posiliti_svij_kontingent_u_pridnistrovji_cherez_strah_za_jogo_dolju__budanov
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249740-vorzugcz246lle_in_h228fen_und_strafverfahren_wie_der_unternehmer_dmytro_kovalenko_nach_gewinnen_aus_rujaischer_kohle_252ber_granova_den_agrarmarkt_erobert
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Agrarmarkt erobert

17.04.2026, 17:54 •
Прокурори
Мільйони зарплати і «нуль»
витрат: прокурор ОГПУ
Максим Олефір живе в
квартирі без ціни та їздить на
Audi «від батька», ховаючи
реальні активи

17.04.2026, 17:30 •
Бізнесмени
Від «золотих паспортів» до 75
мільйонів євро брудних
потоків: як брати Владлен
Гірін і Геннадій Гірін
відмивали гроші через Європу
і ховають сліди після операції
Європолу

17.04.2026, 17:27 •
Війна
  DeepState: Росіяни
просунулися в
Родинському та
Красному Лимані

17.04.2026, 17:24 •
Події
Король Швеції Карл XVI
Густав прибув до
України

17.04.2026, 17:21 •
Події
СБУ оголосила підозру
топофіцеру ГРУ: завербував
17-річну дівчину для ударів по
ТЕС

17.04.2026, 16:48 •
Чиновники
Ректор Музичної академії
Максим Тимошенко
задекларував спадщину на
1,1 мільйона гривень та ОВДП

17.04.2026, 16:48 •
Корупція
Бюджет у «чорну діру»: як
схема конвертатора Євгена
Пулі через фірми-прокладки
викачувала гроші з
держпідрядів і навіть зайшла
в оборонку

https://rozsliduvach.info/news/prosecutors
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https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
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