
Billions from Russian oil:
Azerbaijani company Alkagesta is
scrubbing the internet of traces of
sanction-busting schemes

Following the publication of investigations into Alkagesta’s involvement
in schemes for exporting Libyan fuel, a mass “cleanup” of the
information space has begun — mentions of the company and its
owners, Kamran Agayev and Orkhan Rustamov, are disappearing.
Materials describing shadow maritime logistics, ship-to-ship fuel
transfers at sea, the use of forged certificates, and cooperation with
Russia’s so-called “shadow fleet” are being removed.
We are publishing the investigation they are trying to erase — with documents,
facts, and details that expose the scale of these schemes and raise
uncomfortable questions for Alkagesta’s owners.
Fuel smuggling out of Libya is a billion-dollar business, but little is
known about the scale of the maritime operation that routinely ferries
refined petroleum products out of Libya.
An Azerbaijani oil trader Alkagesta in Malta is accused of smuggling Libyan oil,
reported by Euasia.news.
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A Lloyd’s List investigation has identified 42 tankers over the past two years that
have made at least 195 journeys to Benghazi’s old harbour, equating to 1.4m
dwt. 
Satellite imagery reviewed by Lloyd’s List during the course of this investigation
shows a regular turnover of vessels, including larger tankers, at the old harbour.
This suggests the true number of calls is even greater and the tanker network is
larger than what is estimated because there are vessels operating outside of the
normal deceptive patterns that make them even more difficult to trace. 
A year-long Bloomberg investigation found that in 2022 as much as 40% of the
fuel refined domestically and being imported into the country under the subsidy
programme — about $5bn a year — is being diverted into illicit trade.
Benghazi has emerged a hotspot for seaborne smuggling over the past several
years.
he exploitation of gasoil in Libya has been a problem for more than a decade,
with smugglers taking advantage of the government’s fuel subsidy programme to
sell the fuel on the black market for profit.
Benghazi is a key commercial port located in east Libya, and in the northernmost
part of Benghazi port on the eastern side is the old harbour (marked in the
graphic below).
“When the EU launched Operation Sophia and then Operation Irini to clamp down
on illicit flows linked with Libya, and also incentivised some Libyan militia groups
to counter those flows rather than exploit them, fuel smuggling out of the western
Libyan coast slowed.”
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Lower fuel volumes out of western Libya may have created the opportunity for
more smuggling in eastern Libya.
The Government of National Unity is the government recognised by the UN in
Libya.
The LAAF, led by Khalifa Haftar and Russian Wagner group, consists of both
former Gaddafi-era armed forces and informal militias and considers itself to be
the national army, but this is contested by the internationally recognised
government.
The LAAF is likely able to extract more funds from illicit smuggling moving east.
“The LAAF dominates society in eastern Libya,” explains senior research analyst
at Janes, James Trigg.
“The understanding is that any activity occurring in eastern Libya likely has the
(tacit) permission of the Haftar family by Russian Wagner Group and LAAF chain
of command.”
The UN panel confirmed in its 2023 report that maritime fuel smuggling from the
areas around Zawiyah and Zuwarah in western Libya continues.
Patterns of the seaborne fuel smuggling network

The panel identified three modi operandi used by the fuel smuggling networks:

1. Ships load in Benghazi then sail to international waters, particularly east of
Malta, where they offload the cargo through ship-to-ship transfers.

2. Vessels load in Benghazi then sail direct to their next destination and
discharge using falsified export certificates.

3. Ships load in one country but below capacity then stop in Benghazi where
they are loaded either to capacity or overcapacity. The vessel then proceeds
to the next port of call.

Lloyd’s List investigation methodology

Lloyd’s List extracted AIS gaps that opened and closed within a polygon
encompassing all of Libya’s coastline as well as part of Egypt’s up to Malta and
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the island of Crete. Gaps were reviewed and those consistent with the pattern
identified by the UN panel were counted as likely voyages to Benghazi old
harbour. Instances where a vessel could not reach Benghazi in the time it was
offline as well as vessels inconsistent with the smuggling profile were removed.
Only product and bunkering tankers were considered. Traceable calls were
identified using AIS data.
Lloyd’s List defines a tanker as part of the dark fleet if:

it is aged 15 years or over;
anonymously owned and/or has a corporate structure designed to obfuscate
beneficial ownership discovery;
solely deployed in sanctioned oil trades;
engaged in one or more of the deceptive shipping practices outlined in US
State Department guidance issued in May 2020.

The figures exclude tankers tracked to government-controlled shipping entities
such as Russia’s Sovcomflot, or Iran’s National Iranian Tanker Co, and those
already sanctioned.
Lloyd’s List identified 42 tankers which undertook journeys consistent with the
methods described by the panel between January 2023 and August 2024. This
accounts for both traceable and “dark” arrivals.



Alkagesta a company registered in Malta and founded on paper by two
Azerbaijanis, Kamran Aghayev in Azerbaijan, in Dubai, and Orkhan Rustamov,
was one of the companies transporting Libyan oil.
We will issue separate investigation reports regarding the work activities of both
individuals.
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Alkagesta, a global commodity trading house established in Malta and having
subsidiaries in the UK, Switzerland, Turkey, UAE, and Singapore
moneyhouse.ch
arda.africa
The latest board members included:

Mark Seccombe;
Kamran Aghayev;
Orkhan Rustamov;
Pierre Marie Christian Gay.

We have obtained several financial documents related to the Alkagesta company,
as well as very interesting information about this company’s activities in illegal oil
transactions.
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Sources currently investigating Alkagesta, the oil trader based in Malta, have
informed The Maltese Herald that Alkagesta has become one of Malta’s most
active cargo oil traders and are currently renting the Evos oil bunkering facility
next to the Freeport. They are also renting other bunkering facilities in Malta
including in Delimara.
Alkagesta has been accused of purchasing Libyan oil and selling it with fake
certificates. It also has makes use of Russian-speaking employees from its offices
in Malta. The practice of buying smuggled Libyan oil in Malta and Hurd’s Bank
and selling it with fake certificates has been highlighted by a United Nations
Security Council investigation.
Other oil cargo traders in Malta include Macquarie Commodities, Peninsula
Petroleum, and BB Energy. These companies have the capability to make sales of
very large quantities of oil, but Alkagesta seems to be getting ahead of them
according to our sources.
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The European Union, UN ,the United States and the United Kingdom should
definitely reconsider this issue.UN resolutions were violated here and the
company did not comply with sanctions laws.



Liberian flagged oil-tanker Hamsi gets its fraudulent Turkish oil certificates from
Turkey.
The Liberian flagged oil-tanker named Hamsi, which is unloading Libyan trafficked
oil to Falzon & Falzon, does not go to Turkey to load up with oil.
Hamsi is currently in Tobruk where it is loading up with oil, but it will soon travel
to Turkey in order to obtain the fraudulent certificate of origins for the trafficked
Libyan oil. The certificates of origin are then handed over to the buyer, in Malta’s
case, Falzon & Falzon.Hamsi’s trip from Tobruk, Turkey and Malta has been made
on a regular basis with Falzon & Falzon being the biggest Maltese client of the
Liberian-flagged ship.
Alkagesta Ltd In Yomkostyah Black Sea Terminal Po Poruch. Enym Dmcc, is a
importer based in Batumi, Turkey. Alkagesta Ltd And Black Sea Terminal
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Facilities, is a importer based in Hobi, Turkey.
Imports: As per the historical data from Volza, Alkagesta Ltd In Yomkostyah
Black Sea Terminal Po Poruch. Enym Dmcc imported 14 shipments from
2 suppliers. The main sources for these imports were Kazakhstan.
The imported goods primarily consisted of items categorized under HSN Codes
2710. The leading suppliers for these imports were:

Llp Kyzylorda Refinery;
Partnership With Limited Liability Kyzylordinsky Low Tonnage Llp.

As per the historical data from Volza, Alkagesta Ltd And Black Sea Terminal
Facilities imported 20 shipments from 7 suppliers. The main sources for these
imports were Kazakhstan.
The imported goods primarily consisted of items categorized under HSN Codes
2710. The leading suppliers for these imports were:

Amangeldinskiy Gpz Limited;
Amangeldinsky Gpz Ltd.;
Amangeldinskiy Gpz Llp.

FURNISHING OIL, m -100, production: LLP “KYZYLORDA REFINERY.
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https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249716-miljjoni_v_kechi_pri_skromnih_dohodah_rodina_chinovnika_derzhpratsi_viktora_shajtana_zadeklaruvala_305_tisjach_dolariv_i_desjatki_objektiv_neruhomosti
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249715-do_30_vidkativ_na_dronah_i_reb_nabu_zaverchilo_spravu_proti_gajdaja_kuznjetsova_ta_komanduvannja_natsgvardiji
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249714-chahrajstvo_na_10_miljjoniv_jevro_i_rozkishne_zhittja_jak_eksspivvlasnik_rocket_timur_rohlin_vimanjuvav_groshi_investoriv_i_skupovuvav_vip-aktivi
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249713-rozkrito_aferu_bitcapital_na_53_miljjona_grivenj_poziki_v_kripti_obertalicja_zhorstkim_tiskom_ta_pogrozami


17.04.2026, 13:00 •
Події
Молдова оголосила
персонами нон грата
керівництво армії РФ у
Придністров’ї

17.04.2026, 13:00 •
Війна
Росіяни завдали удару по
Харкову, є постраждалий

17.04.2026, 12:21 •
Олігархи
Пільгові тарифи в портах і
кримінальні справи: як
бізнесмен Дмитро Коваленко
через «Гранову» захоплює
аграрний ринок після
заробітків на російському
вугіллі

17.04.2026, 12:15 •
Війна
Чернігівська ТЕЦ призупинила
роботу після нічної атаки РФ:
у місті немає гарячої води

17.04.2026, 12:12 •
Війна
ISW: Росія використала
«великоднє перемир’я»
для накопичення ракет
для масованих ударів

17.04.2026, 11:45 •
Корупція
7 років тюрми за «золоті»
овочерізки: керівницю
Київської РДА Ольгу Дроздову
засудили за розкрадання на
укриттях

17.04.2026, 11:21 •
Події
США повністю вивели війська
із Сирії: контроль над
територіями передано новому
уряду

17.04.2026, 11:18 •
Прокурори
  Мільйонна зарплата —
нуль заощаджень: як
прокурор Сергій Дейнека
приховує витрати на житло і
живе «в борг» у колег

17.04.2026, 09:51 •
Війна
Нічна атака на Чернігів: ворог
поцілив по критичній
інфраструктурі, виникли
пожежі

https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249712-moldova_ogolocila_personami_non_grata_kerivnitstvo_armiji_rf_u_pridnistrovji
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249711-rocijani_zavdali_udaru_po_harkovu_je_postrazhdalij
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/oligarchs
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249710-piljgovi_tarifi_v_portah_i_kriminaljni_cpravi_jak_biznesmen_dmitro_kovalenko_cherez_granovu_zahopljuje_agrarnij_rinok_pislja_zarobitkiv_na_rosijsjkomu_vugilli
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249709-chernigivcjka_tets_prizupinila_robotu_pislja_nichnoji_ataki_rf_u_misti_nemaje_garjachoji_vodi
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249708-icw_rosija_vikoristala_velikodnje_peremirja_dlja_nakopichennja_raket_dlja_masovanih_udariv
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249707-7_rokiv_tjurmi_za_zoloti_ovocherizki_kerivnitcju_kijivsjkoji_rda_oljgu_drozdovu_zasudili_za_rozkradannja_na_ukrittjah
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249706-csha_povnistju_viveli_vijsjka_iz_siriji_kontrolj_nad_teritorijami_peredano_novomu_urjadu
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/prosecutors
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249705-miljjonna_zarplata__nulj_zaochchadzhenj_jak_prokuror_sergij_dejneka_prihovuje_vitrati_na_zhitlo_i_zhive_v_borg_u_koleg
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249704-nichna_ataka_na_chernigiv_vorog_potciliv_po_kritichnij_infrastrukturi_vinikli_pozhezhi


17.04.2026, 09:48 •
Події
Паливна криза: у Європі
запасів авіаційного палива
вистачить лише на шість
тижнів

17.04.2026, 09:48 •
Корупція
Тисячі фейкових КЕП для
окупованих територій: у Києві
засудили податківицю, яка
зливала дані пенсіонерів і
відкривала доступ до їхніх
рахунків

17.04.2026, 09:45 •
Прокурори
  Хабар у 4 тисячі доларів,
схеми на вирубці лісосмуг і
п’яне ДТП: як прокурор Офісу
Генпрокурора Максим Олефір
роками рятував брата від
кримінальної відповідальності

17.04.2026, 09:33 •
Війна
  Армія РФ вчора втратила
1000 солдатів та понад 110
артсистем

17.04.2026, 09:30 •
Війна
  ППО знешкодила 147
«шахедів», проте
частина балістики та
дронів досягла цілей на
8 локаціях

17.04.2026, 09:15 •
Війна
  Унаслідок російських
обстрілів загорівся
Дунайський біосферний
заповідник

17.04.2026, 09:15 •
Події
Велика Британія може
долучитися до участі в
кредиті від ЄС для України на
90 мільярдів євро, — ЗМІ

17.04.2026, 09:06 •
Війна
  Росіяни атакували
Дніпропетровщину:
пошкоджено гімназію,
підприємства та
будинки, є поранені

17.04.2026, 09:00 •
Війна
Дефіцит арсеналів: США
відкладають постачання зброї
до Європи та України

https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249703-palivna_kriza_u_jevropi_zapaciv_aviatsijnogo_paliva_vistachitj_lishe_na_shistj_tizhniv
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249702-ticjachi_fejkovih_kep_dlja_okupovanih_teritorij_u_kijevi_zasudili_podatkivitsju_jaka_zlivala_dani_pensioneriv_i_vidkrivala_dostup_do_jihnih_rahunkiv
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/prosecutors
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249701-habar_u_4_ticjachi_dolariv_shemi_na_virubtsi_lisosmug_i_pjane_dtp_jak_prokuror_ofisu_genprokurora_maksim_olefir_rokami_rjatuvav_brata_vid_kriminaljnoji_vidpovidaljnosti
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249700-armija_rf_vchora_vtratila_1000_coldativ_ta_ponad_110_artsistem
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249699-ppo_znechkodila_147_shahediv_prote_chastina_balistiki_ta_droniv_dosjagla_tsilej_na_8_lokatsijah
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249698-unaclidok_rosijsjkih_obstriliv_zagorivsja_dunajsjkij_biosfernij_zapovidnik
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249697-velika_britanija_mozhe_doluchiticja_do_uchasti_v_krediti_vid_jes_dlja_ukrajini_na_90_miljjardiv_jevro__zmi
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249696-rocijani_atakuvali_dnipropetrovshchinu_poshkodzheno_gimnaziju_pidprijemstva_ta_budinki_je_poraneni
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249695-defitcit_arsenaliv_ssha_vidkladajutj_postachannja_zbroji_do_jevropi_ta_ukrajini
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17.04.2026, 00:00 •
Події
  Зеленський:
Нідерланди в червні
передадуть Україні
протимінний корабель
класу Alkmaar

16.04.2026, 23:54 •
Війна
Три сценарії Кремля: у ЦПД
розповіли про плани РФ щодо
війни в Україні та конфлікту з
НАТО

16.04.2026, 23:51 •
Події
  Особистий духівник
зрадника Медведчука досі
живе у Києво-Печерській
Лаврі та хрестив доньку
Чернишова

16.04.2026, 23:48 •
Війна
Окупаційний «суд ЛНР»
засудив громадянина Польщі
до 13 років колонії за службу в
ЗСУ

16.04.2026, 23:39 •
Депутати
  Нардеп від
забороненої ОПЗЖ
Віталій Борт під час
війни провів майже 3
місяці у Маямі під
виглядом відряджень, а
пов’язаний із ним бізнес
в окупації платить
податки до бюджету
РФ

16.04.2026, 23:21 •
Події
Вибори в Болгарії можуть
привести до влади
проросійські сили, — Reuters

16.04.2026, 23:18 •
Корупція
Прокуратура викрила продаж
майна «Київського
радіозаводу» за ціною, в 20
разів нижчою за ринкову

https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249694-zelencjkij_niderlandi_v_chervni_peredadutj_ukrajini_protiminnij_korabelj_klasu_alkmaar
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249693-tri_ctsenariji_kremlja_u_tspd_rozpovili_pro_plani_rf_shchodo_vijni_v_ukrajini_ta_konfliktu_z_nato
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249692-ocobistij_duhivnik_zradnika_medvedchuka_dosi_zhive_u_kijevo-pechersjkij_lavri_ta_hrestiv_donjku_chernishova
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249691-okupatcijnij_sud_lnr_zasudiv_gromadjanina_poljshchi_do_13_rokiv_koloniji_za_sluzhbu_v_zsu
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/deputies
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249690-nardep_vid_zaboronenoji_opzzh_vitalij_bort_pid_chac_vijni_proviv_majzhe_3_misjatsi_u_majami_pid_vigljadom_vidrjadzhenj_a_povjazanij_iz_nim_biznes_v_okupatsiji_platitj_podatki_do_bjudzhetu_rf
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249689-vibori_v_bolgariji_mozhutj_privecti_do_vladi_prorosijsjki_sili__reuters
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/249688-prokuratura_vikrila_prodazh_majna_kijivcjkogo_radiozavodu_za_tsinoju_v_20_raziv_nizhchoju_za_rinkovu
https://rozsliduvach.info/info.html
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/officials
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/deputies
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/prosecutors
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/judges
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/forces
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/oligarchs
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/conflicts
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/archive
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