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“London curator” of shadow oil: how Azim Novruzov used Alkagesta and Sumato Energy to move
sanctioned Russian crude through'Malta

The SOCAR scandal is entering a new phase. As investigators tighten
their focus on senior executive Adnan Ahmedzade, attention has shifted
to Azim Novruzov, a British oil trader with a long history of controversy.

The influential billionaire Adnan Ahmedzade (also a UK citizen) has been held in a
pre-trial detention center in Baku since September 2025. Recently, his detention
was extended: the so-called “Azerbaijani Rothschild” is accused of financial

fraud and other crimes. A vast amount of his property and substantial bank
accounts have been frozen. Before his arrest, Ahmedzade served as Deputy Head
of the Investment Department at the state company SOCAR.

At the time, Azerbaijani media reported that the detained Ahmedzade had
allegedly “swindled” President Ilham Aliyev out of 5 billion dollars.

Less than six months later, according to reports, Ahmedzade — accustomed to
consuming premium black caviar in lavish quantities — has begun to talk in
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prison. Investigators now reportedly have a substantial dossier on his business
partner Azim Novruzov. At the same time, journalists from the Maltese publication
The Maltese Herald conducted their own investigations, as a SOCAR-affiliated
entity called Alkagesta operates on the island of Malta.

Alkagesta is a major oil bunkering company that uses the oil terminal in
Birzebbuga for transporting petroleum. Together with Adnan Ahmedzade, Azim
Novruzov is directly linked to the company’s activities as the owner of Sumato
Energy FZE. The same network is reportedly connected to the controversial
billionaire Anar Aliyev, former Minister of Labor and Social Protection of
Azerbaijan. Both Novruzov and Aliyev are graduates of Nakhchivan State
University, and their “friendship” appears to date back to their student years.

Notably, Azim Novruzov has attracted the attention not only of investigators in
Baku but also of UK authorities. Today, EU and British officials are reportedly
investigating Alkagesta over the sale of oil using forged certificates.

SOCAR Branch and Offshore Haven

Since September 2025, journalists from The Maltese Herald have published
several investigations into how the SOCAR “branch” on Malta operates with the
active involvement of Azim Novruzov.

The
Maltese
Herald

And Mr. Novruzov is devoted many paragraphs in these investigations, but
Novruzov, hiding out in London, has rejected all accusations against him through
his British lawyers.
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Azim Novruzov’s “daguerreotype” on the pages of The Maltese Herald
Novruzov also denied that he had close contact with Adnan Ahmedzade.

He claims that he met Ahmedzade when they were working at Union Grand



Energy Pte Ltd (UGE).

According to him, their interactions were not regular and were limited
exclusively to trading matters. Novruzov himself left UGE in April 2013.

After that, he moved to the United Kingdom to live there with his family.
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Adnan Ahmedzade

However, Maltese journalists continued to publish investigations into Alkagesta,
the largest company in Malta specializing in the handling of oil cargo.

Alkagesta Ltd — 4acTHas Toproeas KoMnNaHWs,
3aperncTprupoBaHHas Ha Manbte B 2018 rogy. Komnaus
‘38HUMAETCH TOProBnNel HedrenpodyKramit, HedTeEXMMUEN,
BroTonnMBoM, yooGpeHUAMIN 1 CENbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHBIMI
TOBapam. '

McTovHuK: Buknnegms

When reports emerged about a major oil sale to Nigeria originating from Malta, it
became clear that a large oil trader was operating on the island. Moreover, as
journalists from The Maltese Herald reported, Malta is facilitating the operations
of Russia’s shadow fleet due to highly irregular movements of Maltese vessels in
the Black Sea and increased activity in Hurd’s Bank — a Maltese offshore haven
used by the shadow fleet.

Malta has effectively become a kind of trading division allegedly created by
employees of SOCAR. They reportedly work directly with Russian oil through the
“shadow fleet” and store this oil in Malta under forged certificates supposedly
issued by Turkey and Kazakhstan.

Authorities in the United Kingdom and the European Union have launched a joint
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Alkagesta has received about 40 million euros in profit, and the company holds
assets worth around 200 million euros.

There is also a possibility that Chinese oil imported to Malta for resale to third
parties at Hurd’s Bank may in fact be of Russian origin.

Recently, Alkagesta reported approximately 40 million euros in profit, with total
assets exceeding 200 million euros, while its oil reserves are estimated at up to
100 million euros.

Malta’s convenient geographic location makes it ideal for access to Libyan oil and
for illicit offshore trading via the Hurd’s Bank harbor.

Most importantly, Alkagesta functions as a trading arm of SOCAR.
A “Briton” with a Turkish Passport

Adnan Ahmedzade has now spent nearly half a year in a detention facility run by
Azerbaijan’s State Security Service, while his partner in the Maltese dealings,
Azim Novruzov, has kept a low profile. He is quietly staying in London and
communicates with journalists only through his lawyers.
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Media outlets have already characterized Azim Novruzov as a specialist in money
laundering and the creation of financial schemes. He allegedly uses bank
accounts in Turkey and other jurisdictions to conduct illegal operations. Azim
Novruzov holds a Turkish passport.

It should be recalled that in the recent past Mr. Novruzov worked in London as a
director of the company ENVIROINVEST.
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However, Novruzov himself presents himself as a businessman with a financial
education and twenty years of experience in energy markets. He is a registered
shareholder of Sumato Energy FZE.

Sumato Energy Group Ltd is a company that appeared in the late 2000s as one of
the buyers of Azerbaijani oil (Azeri Light grade) through the ports of Ceyhan and
Supsa.

The company was mentioned in investigations by OCCRP and ICl) in connection
with transactions involving SOCAR.
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Anar Aliyev

Novruzov is also listed as a contact person for another company that previously
belonged to former Labor Minister Anar Aliyev. Mr. Aliyev, in turn, is also closely
connected to the oil company SOCAR and to Azim Novruzov. Several years ago,
Aliyev was even involved in a scandal related to this connection.

48 Companies and a Law Firm in Moscow

The scandal centered on the fact that SOCAR had distributed contracts for oil
extraction work prior to sale among several companies without holding tenders. It
was unclear by what criteria the state company selected its contractors. One of
the individuals linked to a large number of these contracting firms was Anar
Aliyev. He was connected to as many as 48 companies that received contracts
from SOCAR.

From just one of them — Socar Trading SA — Anar Aliyev reportedly earned more
than 100 million dollars, triggering a major scandal in Azerbaijan.

However, the controversy quickly faded, as media outlets describe Aliyev as a
cousin of SOCAR President Rovnag Ibrahim ogly Abdullayev.



SOCAR President Rovnag Abdullayev

SOCAR Trading, headquartered in Geneva, was established at the end of 2007 by
the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan together with co-founders Valeriy
Golovushkin (founder of Lukoil Trading in Geneva) and Anar Aliyev.

SOCAR Trading handled the sale of the bulk of SOCAR’s crude oil exports from the
port of Ceyhan and conducted trading operations involving oil and petroleum
products from other companies and countries.

It also emerged that Anar Aliyev for many years owned a legal firm in Moscow.
He was listed both as founder and director of the company Moscow Law Agency.

The law firm was registered in August 2004.

An interesting question is — for what purposes?

Ob6LLecTBO C OrpaHMYEHHON OTEETCTBEHHOCTEID "MOCKOBCKOE HpUOMYECKOS
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Moscow Law Agency LLC, Moscow (INN 7707526016, OGRN 1047796645346),
along with other company details such as address, official website, and phone
number, is listed in the Kontur.Focus database.

In addition to Anar Aliyev, a certain Fakhraddin Ismayilov was also named as a
director of the firm. The company’s shareholder was the offshore entity Gulf
Geofizik FZC, whose own shareholder was Middle East Geophysics Corp.

The creation of SOCAR Trading made it possible to significantly increase the
efficiency of crude oil exports to international markets. Starting from 2010,



SOCAR Trading has annually purchased about 70 million barrels of oil of Turkmen,
Kazakh, and Russian origin and resold it on global markets.

This suggests that these operations began more than 15 years ago.

Rendezvous with Igor Sechin

Incidentally, former SOCAR top manager Ahmedzade — in addition to his
controversial Maltese dealings with Novruzov — is now also accused of blending
Azeri Light crude with other grades of oil, which allegedly damaged the
reputation of Azerbaijan’s oil industry. Azeri Light crude is transported via the
Baku-Ceyhan pipeline to Italy and Romania.

Adnan Ahmedzade with his friend — footballer Lionel Messi
Apparently, the punishment will be very severe.

Ahmedzade also owned a company called Caspian Logistics Solutions (CLS).
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The company was also involved in the supply of Russian oil.

Adnan Ahmedzade’s Azerbaijani passport

The company'’s partners included both covert and overt carriers of Russian oil.
Among them was Oil Mar DMCC. This company, together with Alkagesta, was
involved in disputes surrounding the transportation of more than 22,000 tons of
Russian oil to Albania. Alkagesta also attempted to ship Russian oil to Spain via
the port of Tarragona, but the attempt was blocked by Spanish authorities.

Maltese journalists nevertheless traced very close ties between Adnan
Ahmedzade and Azim Novruzov.

They even established that it was Adnan Ahmedzade who introduced Azim
Novruzov to the head of Rosneft, Igor Sechin.


https://eldala.kz/dannye/kompanii/4131-caspian-logistic-solutions

[T KOMMPOMAT

Igor Sechin

Therefore, it is apparently no coincidence that Azim Novruzov’s name is
increasingly mentioned in connection with business structures linked to the
“shadow fleet.”

The UK National Crime Agency (NCA) is conducting an internal investigation into
Azim Novruzov.

In short, the exposure is significant. Perhaps it is time to move closer to Adnan
Ahmedzade?

Biktop CaBuykK
rOJIOBHUW PEQAKTOP

O4yontoe pefakLito Ta BU3HaYaE pefakuinHy ctpaTerito. NoHan 20 pokiB y
XKYPHanicTuui, cnewianisyeTbCcs Ha po3caifyBaHHAX y cdepi Bnaan Ta bisHecy.

Sumato Energy Group Anar
Terwu: | Limited Aliyev LLC Moscow Law Agency
Union Grand Energy Pte Sumato Energy PJSC NK Azim
Ltd FZE Rosneft Novruzov

Asim HoBpy3oB | | Igor Sechin| | Adnan Ahmadzada | | AoHaH AxMefn3ane

Alkagesta LTD Alkagesta
Mersin Azerbaijan | | Alkagesta | | Ltd Rovnag Abdullayev

Pocinceki onirapxu | | Socar | | onirapxum
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APpOHaMu, BOMBLUK
noapyXo>Ka

04.05.2026, 17:06 *
Cyagi

3 JlloKCcoBMI aBTOMApK Ta
6onrapcbki anapTaMeHTu: Wo
3afeknapyBaB cynnsa Oner
Henopagna

04.05.2026, 17:00 *

Kopynuia

& Haunoniuisa Bukpuna
nocapoBuiB TUK Ha
He3aKOHHOMY 306arayeHHi
Ha 92 MiZIbUOHU rPUBEHb

04.05.2026, 16:12 *
Moaii

B3 CxemMa «LBUAKOW [0
KOPAOHY»: Ha 3akapnaTTi
BUKPWJIN HE3AKOHHUN BUi3g
YXUNSHTIB

04.05.2026, 16:03 *

Nogpii

& Ha 6opTy Kpyi3HOro narniHepa
B ATNaHTuUi cnanaxHyB
XaHTaBipycC: WOHanMeHLe TPoE
3arnénmx

04.05.2026, 15:54 *
Monii

MoHap 12 MAH rpmBeHb 36UTKIB:
B Ofeci BUKPUIN 3/104UHHY
rpyny 3 MaxiHauin i3 XuTaom

04.05.2026, 15:54 *

BinHa

Undposuin 6nekayT oo
«nobepun»: y MockBi nepeg
rnapagoM BUMMKaKTb
MOBinbHUI iHTepHeT i SMS

04.05.2026, 15:45 *
BinHa

MyTiH Npn3Ha4mB
KoMaHpgyBayeMm MKC PP
reHepana Yanky,
06BMHYBa4YE€HOr0 y 3J104MHaxX Y
Byui


https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251292-u_zaporizhzhi_cbu_zatrimala_rosijsjkogo_agenta_jakij_pid_vigljadom_pensionera_shpiguvav_za_pozitsijami_zsu
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251291-udar_po_cvjatini_ta_rinku_rosijani_atakuvali_viljnjansjk_dronami_vbivshi_podruzhzhja
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/judges
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251290-ljukcovij_avtopark_ta_bolgarsjki_apartamenti_shcho_zadeklaruvav_suddja_oleg_neporada
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251289-natcpolitsija_vikrila_posadovtsiv_ttsk_na_nezakonnomu_zbagachenni_na_92_miljjoni_grivenj
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251288-chema_shvidkoju_do_kordonu_na_zakarpatti_vikrili_nezakonnij_vijizd_uhiljantiv
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251287-na_bortu_krujiznogo_lajnera_v_atlantitci_spalahnuv_hantavirus_shchonajmenshe_troje_zagiblih
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251286-ponad_12_mln_grivenj_zbitkiv_v_odeci_vikrili_zlochinnu_grupu_z_mahinatsij_iz_zhitlom
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251285-tcifrovij_blekaut_do_pobjedi_u_moskvi_pered_paradom_vimikajutj_mobiljnij_internet_i_sms
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251284-putin_priznachiv_komanduvachem_pkc_rf_generala_chajku_obvinuvachenogo_u_zlochinah_u_buchi

04.05.2026, 15:42 *

CnnoBukun

Bupok 3a «gonomory» 3
KOHTpaKToM: y JIbBOBi 3acyannm
NMPUKOPAOHHUKA, KU BUMaras
2000 ponapis 3a
npawesnalliTyBaHHA

04.05.2026, 15:36 ¢
Moaii

HepyXxoMicTb Ha 3 MinbNOHNK:
XapKiBCbKa noJiiLencbKka
€BreHis IBalweHKo oTpuMarna B
nogapyHOK KBapTupy Big
6aTbka

| 04.05.2026, 15:27 »

Monii

BioeHb BMUCKAE TPbOX POCiSH
yepes WNUryHcbke obnagHaHHSA
Ha Jaxax AunycTaHoB

04.05.2026, 15:15 *
Kopynuia

+ [1HiNpO eKOHOMUTb Ha
OYMLLEHHI BOAW: LiiHa peareHTiB
ons «JJHinpoBoaoOKaHany»
BMana we Ha 21%

04.05.2026, 15:12 *
BisHecMeHM

&3 KasuHo nig Harnagom
«CMOTPALLOro»: AHApIN
[NoB6eHKO BUABUBCSA peasibHUM
B/lacHMKoM Beton Ta Slot City

04.05.2026, 15:09 «
CnnoBunkun

& Owykanu Ha 275 000
ponapis: y Knesi Bukpmnnm
KpunToadepucTis, AKi 0biLann
«be3neyHi iHBecTULii»

04.05.2026, 13:39 «

YNHOBHUKN

&3 CKpOMHIi aeknapauii —
MiNbNOHHI akTUBW: Ak Oner
CewMKiB | WOro poanHa
“ocBowloTh” ByaiBensHNN
pPVHOK ®paHKiBCbKa

04.05.2026, 13:36 ¢
BinHa

MopBiHWI yaap 6anicTukoro:
pocisiHM aTakyBanan Mukonais
«lckaHpoepaMu», € NopaHeHi

04.05.2026, 13:27 »

Kopynuis

KanenaH 3a 25 tucay
ponapise: y Kuesi
3aTpuManum pinka, AKMu
npopnaBas ¢anbLinse
6poHIOBaHHA Ta BMi3Aa 3a
KOpPAOOH


https://rozsliduvach.info/news/forces
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251283-virok_za_dopomogu_z_kontraktom_u_ljvovi_zacudili_prikordonnika_jakij_vimagav_2000_dolariv_za_pratsevlashtuvannja
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251282-neruhomictj_na_3_miljjoni_harkivsjka_politsejsjka_jevgenija_ivashchenko_otrimala_v_podarunok_kvartiru_vid_batjka
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251281-videnj_vicilaje_trjoh_rosijan_cherez_shpigunsjke_obladnannja_na_dahah_dipustanov
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251280-dnipro_ekonomitj_na_ochichchenni_vodi_tsina_reagentiv_dlja_dniprovodokanalu_vpala_shche_na_21
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251279-kazino_pid_nagljadom_cmotrjashchogo_andrij_dovbenko_vijavivsja_realjnim_vlasnikom_beton_ta_slot_city
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/forces
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251278-ochukali_na_275_000_dolariv_u_kijevi_vikrili_kriptoaferistiv_jaki_obitsjali_bezpechni_investitsiji
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/officials
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251277-ckromni_deklaratsiji__miljjonni_aktivi_jak_oleg_semkiv_i_jogo_rodina_osvojujutj_budiveljnij_rinok_frankivsjka
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251276-podvijnij_udar_balictikoju_rosijani_atakuvali_mikolajiv_iskanderami_je_poraneni
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251275-kapelan_za_25_ticjach_dolariv_u_kijevi_zatrimali_dilka_jakij_prodavav_faljshive_bronjuvannja_ta_vijizd_za_kordon

04.05.2026, 13:24 »
BinHa
= = PocisHu 3aBpanu

~ ynapy b6anictukolo no

Mepedi Ha XapKiBLWUHI: €
3armbni i nocTtpaxkpani

! 04.05.2026, 13:24

Binxa

-+ Tina 3 o3HakKaMu

KaTyBaHb: Pocis

" noBepHyna 375 3arubnux
yKpaiHuiB, AKi odiuinHo
BBa>kaJZIuCA MOJIOHEHUMHU

04.05.2026, 13:15 *
Moaii

CKPOMHICTb nogaTkiBLsA:
rONIOBHUNM aKUMN3HUK KNIBLLNHWN
Hepyw AHOpin xunBe B
OpeHOoBaHIN «Of4HYLILI», ane
i3AMTb Ha HoBOMY Subaru
6aTbka

04.05.2026, 13:09 *
BizHecmeHn

&3 Ka3nHo NpoTu Aep>XaBu: K
Cosmolot, nonpwu aHytoBaHHS
nigexsii PlayCity, 4yepe3 cynoBy
yxBany cynni KywHooi
npoaoBXXYye poboTy

04.05.2026, 13:09 *

Monii

1 Y Konymbii Ha woy MOHCTp-
Tpak B'iXxaB y HaTOBM, € 3arnbni
Ta AeCATKN NopaHeHnxX

04.05.2026, 10:39 »
BinHa

Cunu NMNO 3HewKOAMNU
135 3i 155 BopoXxux
0e3niNoTHUKIB, €
BJIY4aHHA Ha 10 nokauiax

04.05.2026, 10:39 *

Binna

«BikHO MoXXnuBocTen» ons
MyTiHa: y €EC nobototoTbCs
Hanagy P® Ha HATO npoTarom
HaCTyMHUX OBOX POKIB, OOKMN
Tpamn npw Bnagi


https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251274-rocijani_zavdali_udaru_balistikoju_po_merefi_na_harkivshchini_je_zagibli_i_postrazhdali
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251273-tila_z_oznakami_katuvanj_rocija_povernula_375_zagiblih_ukrajintsiv_jaki_ofitsijno_vvazhalisja_polonenimi
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251272-ckromnistj_podatkivtsja_golovnij_aktsiznik_kijivshchini_nerush_andrij_zhive_v_orendovanij_odnushtsi_ale_jizditj_na_novomu_subaru_batjka
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251271-kazino_proti_derzhavi_jak_cocmolot_popri_anuljuvannja_litsenziji_playcity_cherez_sudovu_uhvalu_suddi_kushnovoji_prodovzhuje_robotu
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251270-u_kolumbiji_na_chou_monstr-trak_vjihav_u_natovp_je_zagibli_ta_desjatki_poranenih
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251269-cili_ppo_zneshkodili_135_zi_155_vorozhih_bezpilotnikiv_je_vluchannja_na_10_lokatsijah
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/251268-vikno_mozhlivoctej_dlja_putina_u_jes_pobojujutjsja_napadu_rf_na_nato_protjagom_nastupnih_dvoh_rokiv_doki_tramp_pri_vladi
https://rozsliduvach.info/info.html
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/officials
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/deputies
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/prosecutors
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/judges
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/forces
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/oligarchs
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/business
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/corruption
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/conflicts
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/events
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/war
https://rozsliduvach.info/news/archive



https://rozsliduvach.info/
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