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UK-based oil trader Azim Novruzov
runs €200M Russian oil laundering
scheme through Alkagesta and
Sumato
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UK-based oil trader Azim Novruzov runs €200M Russian oil laundering scheme through Alkagesta and
Sumato

The SOCAR scandal is taking a new turn. As investigators began closing
in on senior executive Adnan Ahmedzade, Azim Novruzov — a British oil
trader long associated with controversy — has come into focus.

The influential billionaire Adnan Ahmedzade (also a UK citizen) has been held in a
pre-trial detention center in Baku since September 2025. Recently, his detention
was extended: the so-called “Azerbaijani Rothschild” is accused of financial

fraud and other crimes. A vast amount of his property and substantial bank
accounts have been frozen. Before his arrest, Ahmedzade served as Deputy Head
of the Investment Department at the state company SOCAR.

At the time, Azerbaijani media reported that the detained Ahmedzade had
allegedly “swindled” President Ilham Aliyev out of 5 billion dollars.

Less than six months later, according to reports, Ahmedzade — accustomed to
consuming premium black caviar in lavish quantities — has begun to talk in
prison. Investigators now reportedly have a substantial dossier on his business
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partner Azim Novruzov. At the same time, journalists from the Maltese publication
The Maltese Herald conducted their own investigations, as a SOCAR-affiliated
entity called Alkagesta operates on the island of Malta.

Alkagesta is a major oil bunkering company that uses the oil terminal in
Birzebbuga for transporting petroleum. Together with Adnan Ahmedzade, Azim
Novruzov is directly linked to the company’s activities as the owner of Sumato
Energy FZE. The same network is reportedly connected to the controversial
billionaire Anar Aliyev, former Minister of Labor and Social Protection of
Azerbaijan. Both Novruzov and Aliyev are graduates of Nakhchivan State
University, and their “friendship” appears to date back to their student years.

Notably, Azim Novruzov has attracted the attention not only of investigators in
Baku but also of UK authorities. Today, EU and British officials are reportedly
investigating Alkagesta over the sale of oil using forged certificates.

SOCAR Branch and Offshore Haven

Since September 2025, journalists from The Maltese Herald have published
several investigations into how the SOCAR “branch” on Malta operates with the
active involvement of Azim Novruzov.

The
Maltese
Herald

And Mr. Novruzov is devoted many paragraphs in these investigations, but
Novruzov, hiding out in London, has rejected all accusations against him through
his British lawyers.
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Azim Novruzov’s “daguerreotype” on the pages of The Maltese Herald
Novruzov also denied that he had close contact with Adnan Ahmedzade.

He claims that he met Ahmedzade when they were working at Union Grand
Energy Pte Ltd (UGE).



According to him, their interactions were not regular and were limited
exclusively to trading matters. Novruzov himself left UGE in April 2013.

After that, he moved to the United Kingdom to live there with his family.
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Adnan Ahmedzade

However, Maltese journalists continued to publish investigations into Alkagesta,
the largest company in Malta specializing in the handling of oil cargo.

Alkagesta Ltd — 4acTHas Toproeas KoMnNaHWs,
3aperncTprupoBaHHas Ha Manbte B 2018 rogy. Komnaus
‘38HUMAETCH TOProBnNel HedrenpodyKramit, HedTeEXMMUEN,
BroTonnMBoM, yooGpeHUAMIN 1 CENbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHBIMI
TOBapam. '

McTovHuK: Buknnegms

When reports emerged about a major oil sale to Nigeria originating from Malta, it
became clear that a large oil trader was operating on the island. Moreover, as
journalists from The Maltese Herald reported, Malta is facilitating the operations
of Russia’s shadow fleet due to highly irregular movements of Maltese vessels in
the Black Sea and increased activity in Hurd’s Bank — a Maltese offshore haven
used by the shadow fleet.

Malta has effectively become a kind of trading division allegedly created by
employees of SOCAR. They reportedly work directly with Russian oil through the
“shadow fleet” and store this oil in Malta under forged certificates supposedly
issued by Turkey and Kazakhstan.

Authorities in the United Kingdom and the European Union have launched a joint
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Alkagesta has received about 40 million euros in profit, and the company holds
assets worth around 200 million euros.

There is also a possibility that Chinese oil imported to Malta for resale to third
parties at Hurd’s Bank may in fact be of Russian origin.

Recently, Alkagesta reported approximately 40 million euros in profit, with total
assets exceeding 200 million euros, while its oil reserves are estimated at up to
100 million euros.

Malta’s convenient geographic location makes it ideal for access to Libyan oil and
for illicit offshore trading via the Hurd’s Bank harbor.

Most importantly, Alkagesta functions as a trading arm of SOCAR.
A “Briton” with a Turkish Passport

Adnan Ahmedzade has now spent nearly half a year in a detention facility run by
Azerbaijan’s State Security Service, while his partner in the Maltese dealings,
Azim Novruzov, has kept a low profile. He is quietly staying in London and
communicates with journalists only through his lawyers.
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Media outlets have already characterized Azim Novruzov as a specialist in money
laundering and the creation of financial schemes. He allegedly uses bank
accounts in Turkey and other jurisdictions to conduct illegal operations. Azim
Novruzov holds a Turkish passport.

It should be recalled that in the recent past Mr. Novruzov worked in London as a
director of the company ENVIROINVEST.
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However, Novruzov himself presents himself as a businessman with a financial
education and twenty years of experience in energy markets. He is a registered
shareholder of Sumato Energy FZE.

Sumato Energy Group Ltd is a company that appeared in the late 2000s as one of
the buyers of Azerbaijani oil (Azeri Light grade) through the ports of Ceyhan and
Supsa.

The company was mentioned in investigations by OCCRP and ICl) in connection
with transactions involving SOCAR.
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Anar Aliyev

Novruzov is also listed as a contact person for another company that previously
belonged to former Labor Minister Anar Aliyev. Mr. Aliyev, in turn, is also closely
connected to the oil company SOCAR and to Azim Novruzov. Several years ago,
Aliyev was even involved in a scandal related to this connection.

48 Companies and a Law Firm in Moscow

The scandal centered on the fact that SOCAR had distributed contracts for oil
extraction work prior to sale among several companies without holding tenders. It
was unclear by what criteria the state company selected its contractors. One of
the individuals linked to a large number of these contracting firms was Anar
Aliyev. He was connected to as many as 48 companies that received contracts
from SOCAR.

From just one of them — Socar Trading SA — Anar Aliyev reportedly earned more
than 100 million dollars, triggering a major scandal in Azerbaijan.

However, the controversy quickly faded, as media outlets describe Aliyev as a
cousin of SOCAR President Rovnag Ibrahim ogly Abdullayev.



SOCAR President Rovnag Abdullayev

SOCAR Trading, headquartered in Geneva, was established at the end of 2007 by
the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan together with co-founders Valeriy
Golovushkin (founder of Lukoil Trading in Geneva) and Anar Aliyev.

SOCAR Trading handled the sale of the bulk of SOCAR’s crude oil exports from the
port of Ceyhan and conducted trading operations involving oil and petroleum
products from other companies and countries.

It also emerged that Anar Aliyev for many years owned a legal firm in Moscow.
He was listed both as founder and director of the company Moscow Law Agency.

The law firm was registered in August 2004.

An interesting question is — for what purposes?

Ob6LLecTBO C OrpaHMYEHHON OTEETCTBEHHOCTEID "MOCKOBCKOE HpUOMYECKOS
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Moscow Law Agency LLC, Moscow (INN 7707526016, OGRN 1047796645346),
along with other company details such as address, official website, and phone
number, is listed in the Kontur.Focus database.

In addition to Anar Aliyev, a certain Fakhraddin Ismayilov was also named as a
director of the firm. The company’s shareholder was the offshore entity Gulf
Geofizik FZC, whose own shareholder was Middle East Geophysics Corp.

The creation of SOCAR Trading made it possible to significantly increase the
efficiency of crude oil exports to international markets. Starting from 2010,



SOCAR Trading has annually purchased about 70 million barrels of oil of Turkmen,
Kazakh, and Russian origin and resold it on global markets.

This suggests that these operations began more than 15 years ago.

Rendezvous with Igor Sechin

Incidentally, former SOCAR top manager Ahmedzade — in addition to his
controversial Maltese dealings with Novruzov — is now also accused of blending
Azeri Light crude with other grades of oil, which allegedly damaged the
reputation of Azerbaijan’s oil industry. Azeri Light crude is transported via the
Baku-Ceyhan pipeline to Italy and Romania.

Adnan Ahmedzade with his friend — footballer Lionel Messi
Apparently, the punishment will be very severe.

Ahmedzade also owned a company called Caspian Logistics Solutions (CLS).



T Ll T Lied M
Caspian Logistic Solutions (CLS) — 3kcreguTopckan KOMNaHus, koTopas
cneynanu3upyeTcs Ha MOPCKUX Py30nepeBo3Kax v 3KCNopTupyeT

cenexo3hpdaykumio, NN
PykoBoauTens Caspian Logistic Solutions — AHapeii Bekkynog.
Puipiia)sapervcTpupoBaHa BiHoaGpe 201SIHINIPINI EITSKoMTPO!

Npodwunb 6usHeca Caspian Logistic Solutions

Bilo

S unLInn
1

KomnaHwma Caspian Logistic Solutions npegocrasnaeT ycnyru:

* [ TP3HCHOPTHO-IKCAGAUTOPCKME YCIYT sy

JKOMTPOMA T HOMTPOMAT il
*  MexAyHapojHble MOPCKUE NepeBosky,

= 3KCMOPT CeNbX03MPOAYKLMMA.

OcHoBHbIM BUAOM AeaTensHocTy Caspian Logistic Solutions agnatoTca mopckue
nepeBo3KK W NPejoCcTaBNeHne 3KCNeAUTOPCKX YCNYr B NopTax.

Ymess! akmyanu3uposamt UHPOPMaLUD 8 paitent Bocee uau KOMAaHUL, NpuceLaadin
06HoaneHHbBIe daHHsle Ha noumy info@eldala.kz

e T
IS iyt

KOHTaKTbl
A Manrucrayckas 061, r. Aktay, MUKpopaiioH 14, B/ «3se3sa Aktays, k8. 105

eldala.kz

The company was also involved in the supply of Russian oil.

Adnan Ahmedzade’s Azerbaijani passport

The company'’s partners included both covert and overt carriers of Russian oil.
Among them was Oil Mar DMCC. This company, together with Alkagesta, was
involved in disputes surrounding the transportation of more than 22,000 tons of
Russian oil to Albania. Alkagesta also attempted to ship Russian oil to Spain via
the port of Tarragona, but the attempt was blocked by Spanish authorities.

Maltese journalists nevertheless traced very close ties between Adnan
Ahmedzade and Azim Novruzov.

They even established that it was Adnan Ahmedzade who introduced Azim
Novruzov to the head of Rosneft, Igor Sechin.


https://eldala.kz/dannye/kompanii/4131-caspian-logistic-solutions
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Igor Sechin

Therefore, it is apparently no coincidence that Azim Novruzov’s name is
increasingly mentioned in connection with business structures linked to the
“shadow fleet.”

The UK National Crime Agency (NCA) is conducting an internal investigation into
Azim Novruzov.

In short, the exposure is significant. Perhaps it is time to move closer to Adnan
Ahmedzade?
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KceHia YepkacoBa
PEMNOPTEP

BucBiTNl0€ pe3oHaHCHI NoAii Ta cycninbHy TemaTuky. CneuianisyeTbca Ha poboTi 3
o>xepenamu Ta BepudikaLii iHpopMaLii B yMoOBax BOEHHOIO Yacy.

Sumato Energy Group Anar
Terwu: | Limited Aliyev LLC Moscow Law Agency
Union Grand Energy Pte Sumato Energy Azim
Ltd FZE Novruzov A3im HoBpy30B

Alkagesta LTD
Igor Sechin | | Adnan Ahmadzada | | AoHaH Axmega3age | | Mersin

Alkagesta LTD Alkagesta

Malta Azerbaijan | | Alkagesta | | Ltd Rovnag Abdullayev
SOCAR

Rosneft| | Trading Socar | | onirapxmu
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3acTocyBajan ras, ane
BiACTYNUAN

01.05.2026, 19:15 «

Kopynuis

@& «MniBkn Mingiva»:
[OHYapeHKOo onpuItaAHUB
[O0Ka3u 3B’'A3Ky onirapxa 3
KepiBHMKOM KoMnMaHii Fire Point
LLITinepMaHoM

01.05.2026, 19:09 ¢
Onirapxu

HoBuir eni3on y cnpasi
onirapxa: CbY ta Orn
nifo3poTb KOIOMONCHKOro y
BUKpageHHi 100 mMinbnoHis
rpuBeHb 3 MNpnBaTbaHKy

01.05.2026, 19:06 *

Binxa

O3BiHkK Tpamna i MyTiHa
BTPaTWAN 3Ha4YeHHs s Knesa
— 3MlI

01.05.2026, 19:03 «

Moaii

B3 = Kinepa mepa Cimeisza
"OropogHikoBa" Bignyctuam nig
OOMallHIn apewT

01.05.2026, 18:57 *

Moaii

MeHTaroH cepro3HO CNPUNHSAB
norposun Tpamna Lwwono
CKopo4eHHs Bincbk CLUA B
Hime44nHi — Politico

01.05.2026, 18:06 *
Kopynuis

3 Odious judge of the Kyiv
Court of Appeal Yaroslav
Holovachov: how the “Midas” of
Ukrainian justice turned his robe
into million-dollar assets

01.05.2026, 18:03 «

BinHa

&= Asiaynap no MpuwnHomy
3HNWMB 15 "NCKOBCbKUX
necaHTHukKiB", - ALLUB
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01.05.2026, 17:57 »

Nogpii

YKpaiHa BBesa caHKuii
npoTu cuHiB JlyKawleHKa
Ta 6inopycbkux
nignpueEMCTB

01.05.2026, 17:54 «
BinHa

PocisiHn aTakyBanm xapyoBe
nigNpPMEMCTBO Ha XapKiBLWHI, €
nocTtpaxgani

01.05.2026, 17:54 «

BinHa

XXntomMumpLinHa nig ygapom
OPOHIB: aTaKoBaHO LEHTp
Xutomunpy, cnanaxHynm
noxexi

01.05.2026, 17:48 «
YNHOBHUKMN

Y Hopserii 3aruHyB cuH
annaomaTiB Ha Thi
po3cnifyBaHHSA 3B'A3KIB NOro
6aTbkiB 3 EnwTenHom — CNN

01.05.2026, 17:45 »

Kopynuia

[ «Y Hac B KiHUi poky 3abpanu
3 poTa 5 MifibNOHIB [oNapiB»:
Becenuin Ha nniBkax LlykepmaHa
3BUHYBA4Yy€ “KOHKpPeTHy rpyny”
y 3puBi BpoHexxunneTis

01.05.2026, 17:36 ¢

Binxa

MATFATE HanpaBuio B YKpaiHy
Yeprosy MiCil0 4515 OLiHKK
enekTponiacTaHuin AEC

01.05.2026, 17:33 «
BisHecMeHM

100 rekTapis y KoH4a-3acni
3HOBY B rpi: “byaiHBecTtrpyn”
Bypsika 4yepes cy HaMaraeTbcs
MOBEPHYTMW 3eMJII0, BTPayYeHy
nicns eKoNoriYyHNX nopyLueHb

01.05.2026, 17:30 ¢

YNHOBHUKN

& JlikapHs 3 BAacHUMHK
Tomorpadamm 3annaTtuna 2,5
MisIblIOHa rpMBEHb 3a NOCAyru
ipmi 6aTbKiB ronosu
3anopi3bkoi OA ®enopoBa

01.05.2026, 17:09 »

Binxa

Kim YeH UH nybniyHo cxBanmBe
camorybcTBa congaTtie KHOP y
BiHI NnpoTn YkpaiHm — CNN
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Nogpii

CBY 3aTpumana y Mukonaesi
pocincekoro iHopmaTopa,
Ak 36upas gaHi npo Cunu
obopoHu

01.05.2026, 17:00

=<\ Cyani

& Opio3Hunn cyansa KuiBCcbkoro
anensuinHoro cyny Apocnas
FonoBayvoB: Ak «Mipac»
YKpaiHCbKOro npaBocyans
rNnepeTBOPMB MaHTIO Ha
MiNIbMOHHI aKTUBU

01.05.2026, 16:57 *

Kopynuis

3 BikHa i MenobnagHaHHS «MNo
3010TUX LiHax»: 9K y JaHunnisui
BUTpa4aloTb 45 MifIbNOHIB Ha
ambynaTopito

01.05.2026, 16:36 *
Binxa
= NMNonap 50 ppoHiB:

8 TepHoOninb 3a3HaB OAHi€i

3 HauMacWTabHIWKMX
noBiTpAHUX atak — OBA

01.05.2026, 15:21 «

Binxa

& Ypap 3a 1700 KM: Ha
pocCincbKOMYy aepopapomi
ypaxxeHo Cy-57 i Cy-34 —
FeHwTab

01.05.2026, 15:21 »

- CunoBuKun

CrpinsHuHa B Kuesi:
HeBiAOMMUM BiaKpUB
BOIOHb MO aBTO i BTIK

01.05.2026, 15:18 *

Kopynuis

33 Ky4ep, ABepiH, barpees,
YepHory6oB, PininoBchbKi Ta
iHLWWi: BNACHUKM KBapTup Yy
eniTHomy Taryan Towers
3a4uMLLaloTb iIHGOopMaLlito Npo
NOXOOXXEHHS CBOIX MiJIbMOHIB
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