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Ukraine needs the funding to continue fending off Russia’s full-scale invasion
before the summer when its treasury is set to run out of cash.

President Volodymyr Zelenksyy congratulated Magyar on Sunday night.
“Ukraine has always sought good-neighbourly relations with everyone in
Europe and we are ready to advance our cooperation with Hungary,” he said,
adding Kyiv is prepared for “meetings and joint constructive work for the
benefit of both nations.”

Magyar wants to have good relations with Brussels and will likely unblock the
loan. But it is a bittersweet victory for Zelenskyy, as the incoming prime
minister has said he opposes sending Hungarian weapons or cash to Kyiv and
he opposes fast-tracking Ukraine’s EU accession.

Magyar vowed to put that issue to a referendum, which would effectively
mean stalling the process given the large anti-Ukrainian sentiment in
Hungarian society, which he needs to cater to in order to maintain support.
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